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Grade 4 - Prepare Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why w. (th r: rrator's mother crying during th h? The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
y was the narrator's mother crying during the speech: country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for
the future.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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THESIS
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“Because | want that dream for you,” “The crowd became still.”

Directly states why she cried, she wanted the dream for her child. Describes the crowd, not why the mother cried.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence - MONDAY
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why w. (th r: rrator's mother crying during th h? The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
y was the narrator's mother crying during the speech: country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( R, Reactions J pieces

4 A
“Because | want that dream for you,” @:1=5383"/[s]3\ (e

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (she wanted the dream for her child), and leads to the idea that hope for a child can move someone to tears.

J
4 )
“The crowd became still.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes the crowd, but it does not show why the mother cried, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Prepare * Evidence - TUESDAY
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech?

THESIS
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e 2

“It was about children like me.”

Shows the speech was about children, which connects to why she
cried for her child.

\_

“l held Mama's hand tightly as we moved through the
enormous crowd.”

Sets the scene, not why the mother cried.

\_ J
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THESIS
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two ( K, Key Knowledge ) pieces

4 ™
“It was about children like me.” BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the speech was about children, so it touched the mother's hope for her own child), and leads to the idea that a message feels closer
when it is about your own family.

J
~
“l held Mama's hand tightly as we moved through the enormous crowd.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets the scene at the start, but it does not show why the mother cried, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence - THURSDAY
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THESIS
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
I CAN
( “Because | want that dream for you,” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
J
11 H H ” ( \
It was about children like me. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence « FRIDAY
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THESIS
The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the narrator's mother crying during the speech?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Prepare Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Prepare ¢ Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why w. (th r: rrator's mother crying during th h? The narrator's mother was crying during the speech because she wanted Dr. King's dream of a fair
y was the narrator's mother crying during the speech: country for her child, so the speech felt full of hope for the future.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 )
“Tears filled her eyes.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it shows she cried, but it does not explain why she was crying.

J
4 )
“Because they want America to be fair for everyone,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (she hoped for a fair country, the dream she wanted for her child), and leads to the idea that people are moved by hope for a better future. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 -+ Prepare * Evidence + ANSWER KEY
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that the speech gave the narrator hope for the future? b
~
Q “l held Mama's hand tightly as we moved through the enormous crowd.”
. y,
(" )
9 “l imagined schools where every child was welcomed.”
. y,
e )
G “The crowd became still.”
. y,
e )
Q “When the speech ended, people cheered and hugged one another.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that the speech gave the narrator hope for the future? )
\
Q “l held Mama's hand tightly as we moved through the enormous crowd.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it sets the scene, not the narrator's hope for the future. J
4 )
e “l imagined schools where every child was welcomed.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the narrator imagined a better future where every child was welcomed.
. J
( )
G “The crowd became still.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the moment before the speech, not the narrator's hope. )
( )
Q “When the speech ended, people cheered and hugged one another.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes the crowd's reaction, so a reader would have to assume it shows the narrator's hope. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT KEY
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Grade 4 - Prepare Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

PROMPT (WHY! THESIS
What di d(Pres} dent Kennedy want Americans to do? President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
y ' they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
""Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g What did President Kennedy want Americans to do? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what they could receive, but to think about what they
could give.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence * Module 2
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THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |

( N\ ( )

“He wanted Americans to think about service.” Those were exciting days,

Grandpa's general comment about the time, not what Kennedy
wanted.

\_ AN J

States what Kennedy wanted, for Americans to think about service.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence - MONDAY
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THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

4 ™
“He wanted Americans to think about service.” BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (Kennedy wanted Americans to serve), and leads to the idea that a leader can call people to help others.

J
~
“Those were exciting days,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A general comment about the time, but it does not show what Kennedy wanted, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Prepare * Evidence - TUESDAY
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PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category:
- - 2

“He wanted us to think about what we could give.”

States the specific message, to think about what people could give.

“For my school project, | was interviewing him about
the years he had worked in President John F.
Kennedy's administration.”

Sets up the interview, not what Kennedy wanted.

\_ J
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THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

("~ )
“He wanted us to think about what we could give.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (he wanted people to give, not only receive), and leads to the idea that serving means offering something to others.

J
~
“For my school project, | was interviewing him about the years he had worked in President John F. Kennedy's administration.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets up the school interview, but it does not show what Kennedy wanted, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence - THURSDAY



TEKS 7(C)

A ® :pnvown s DEFEND OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
| CAN
( “He wanted Americans to think about service.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
£ 1 A 2] ( \
He wanted us to think about what we could give. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence « FRIDAY
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THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

PROMPT (WHY)
What did President Kennedy want Americans to do?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Prepare Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Prepare ¢ Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE



TEKS 7(C)
‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY! THESIS
What di d(Pres} dent Kennedy want Americans to do? President Kennedy wanted Americans to serve others, because he did not want people only asking what
y ' they could receive, but to think about what they could give.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“There was a strong feeling that people could help make the country better.” b

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it shows the mood of the time, but it does not state what Kennedy specifically wanted Americans to do. )
4 )

“He did not want people only asking what they could receive,”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (he wanted people to give, not only receive), and leads to the idea that service means putting others first. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 -+ Prepare * Evidence + ANSWER KEY
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Kennedy wanted people to give, not just receive? b
~
Q “Those were exciting days,”
. y,
(" )
G “He wanted us to think about what we could give.”
. y,
e )
G “They talked about responsibility, citizenship, courage, and the ways ordinary people could contribute to their communities and their country.”
. y,
e )
Q “He wanted Americans to think about service.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Kennedy wanted people to give, not just receive? )
\
Q “Those were exciting days,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is a general comment about the time, not about giving. J
e )
e “He wanted us to think about what we could give.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, Kennedy wanted people to think about what they could give.
. J
( )
G “They talked about responsibility, citizenship, courage, and the ways ordinary people could contribute to their communities and their country.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the discussions before the speech, not Kennedy's message about giving. )
( )
Q “He wanted Americans to think about service.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about service in general, so a reader would have to assume it means give rather than receive. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT KEY
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THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become even better, so they wanted everyone to have
opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom. y
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence * Module 3
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THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |

e N\ p
“People came because they believe our country can

“Some people carried colorful signs with hopeful
become even better,”

messages.”
States the reason people came, they believed the country could

improve.
\_ J U J

Describes what people did, not why they came.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence - MONDAY
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THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“People came because they believe our country can become even better,” @:1=53837 (515 [e7

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (they believed the country could become better), and leads to the idea that hope can bring people together.

J
~
“Some people carried colorful signs with hopeful messages.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes what people did at the gathering, but it does not show why they came, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Prepare * Evidence - TUESDAY
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 A
“They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, T it A e v i e e
fairness, and freedom.” ’
, Shows they traveled far, but not the reason they came.
States what the people hoped for.
\_ \_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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PROMPT (WHY! Lol
Why did (eo I)e come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial? People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
y peop 9 9 ) even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e N
“They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (they wanted fairness and freedom for everyone), and leads to the idea that people gather to work toward shared hopes.

J
4 )
“We traveled a long way to be here,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Shows the family traveled far, but it does not show the reason they came, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence - THURSDAY
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THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- ~ I CAN
“People came because they believe our country can become even | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
better,” o /
- e N
- ~N SENTENCE STEMS
“They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and
freedom.” ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
\_ J
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence « FRIDAY
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THESIS
People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did people come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Dream (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.)" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Prepare Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Prepare ¢ Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE



TEKS 7(C)

‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY! Lol
Why did (eo I)e come to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial? People came to the gathering at the Lincoln Memorial because they believed the country could become
y peop 9 9 ) even better, so they wanted everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Others sang songs together, while families talked quietly as they waited for the program to begin.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it shows what people did while waiting, but it does not explain why they came.

.

4 A
“They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.” @:1=5385"/[3]=\[e7 3

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (they came hoping for opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom for everyone), and leads to the idea that a shared hope can draw a huge
crowd.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 -+ Prepare * Evidence + ANSWER KEY
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Sheet 3 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows what the people at the gathering hoped for? )
N
Q “Some people carried colorful signs with hopeful messages.”
. J
4 )
9 “They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.”
. J
e )
G “We traveled a long way to be here,”
. J
e )
Q “l was only eight years old, and everything around me seemed important and unforgettable.”
\_ J

( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true.

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows what the people at the gathering hoped for? )
\
Q “Some people carried colorful signs with hopeful messages.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it shows what people did, not specifically what they hoped for. J
4 N
e “They want everyone to have opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the people hoped for opportunities, kindness, fairness, and freedom.
. y,
( )
G “We traveled a long way to be here,”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it is about the journey, not what the people hoped for. )
( )
Q “l was only eight years old, and everything around me seemed important and unforgettable.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about the narrator's feeling, so a reader would have to assume it shows what the people hoped for. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT KEY
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world

around them.

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
""Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction)
\_ J
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h
g What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and cooperation, because he believed people should not simply
wait for someone else to improve the world around them. y
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence * Module 4



TEKS 7(C)
9

MONDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI
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PROMPT (WHY)
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about?

THESIS

President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and
cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world
around them.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e N
“He wanted Americans to think about service, “ . 0
- . - Those were exciting days,
responsibility, participation, and cooperation.
) ) ) Grandpa's general comment about the time, not the ideas.
Names the ideas Kennedy wanted Americans to think about.
\_ - J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world

around them.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“He wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and cooperation.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (these are the ideas Kennedy emphasized), and leads to the idea that a leader can point people toward shared values.

J
~
“Those were exciting days,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A general comment about the time, but it does not name the ideas Kennedy cared about, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Prepare * Evidence - TUESDAY
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TEKS 7(C)
9

WEDNESDAY -+ NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

PROMPT (WHY)
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about?

THESIS
President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and

cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world

around them.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( (
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4

“He believed people should not simply wait for
someone else to improve the world around them.”

Explains the belief behind the ideas, people should act themselves.

.

“l opened my notebook, clicked my pen, and wrote
the date across the top of the page.”

The narrator getting ready, not the ideas Kennedy cared about.

.
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and

What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world
around them.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

p
“He believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world around them.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the belief behind the ideas was that people should act), and leads to the idea that service means taking part instead of waiting.

J

-
“l opened my notebook, clicked my pen, and wrote the date across the top of the page.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
The narrator getting ready to write, but it does not show the ideas Kennedy cared about, so it does not support the thesis.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 * Prepare * Evidence - THURSDAY
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world

around them.

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- _ _ _ — ~ I CAN
“He wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
participation, and cooperation.” \- J
- ana N
- ~N SENTENCE STEMS
“He believed people should not simply wait for someone else to
improve the world around them.” ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
\_ J
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and
What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world
around them.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Serve (President John F. Kennedy)" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Prepare Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) President Kennedy wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and

What ideas did President Kennedy want Americans to think about? cooperation, because he believed people should not simply wait for someone else to improve the world
around them.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“There was a feeling that our country was entering a new chapter, and many people believed ordinary citizens could help make that chapter b

meaningful.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it shows the mood of the time, but it does not name the specific ideas Kennedy wanted people to think about. )
4 )

“| slowly wrote down the words service, responsibility, participation, and cooperation.”

o C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (the narrator recorded the exact ideas Kennedy emphasized), and leads to the idea that these words captured what he cared about most. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 -+ Prepare * Evidence + ANSWER KEY
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows the ideas President Kennedy emphasized again and again? b
N
Q “Those were exciting days,”
. J
4 )
9 “He wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and cooperation.”
. J
e )
G “l opened my notebook, clicked my pen, and wrote the date across the top of the page.”
. J
e )
Q “But one idea came up again and again.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows the ideas President Kennedy emphasized again and again? )
\
Q “Those were exciting days,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is a general comment about the time, not the ideas he emphasized. J
~ ™
e “He wanted Americans to think about service, responsibility, participation, and cooperation.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, these are the ideas Kennedy wanted Americans to think about.
\ J
( )
G “l opened my notebook, clicked my pen, and wrote the date across the top of the page.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the narrator getting ready, not the ideas Kennedy emphasized. )
( )
Q “But one idea came up again and again.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it only says an idea came up often, so a reader would have to assume which ideas. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Prepare * Evidence + ASSESSMENT KEY
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PROMPT (WHY =
Wh was(the l\)lla na Carta an important document? The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
v 9 p : people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the Magna Carta an important document? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the people, which shows that people long ago cared about
fairness and justice.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence « Module 1
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the Magna Carta an important document?

Sheet 5 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e 2

“In the year 1215, a very important document called
the Magna Carta was created in a place called
Runnymede, England.”

Background that tells when and where the Magna Carta was made, but
it does not yet show why it was important.

“The Magna Carta was important because it limited
the king's power.”

States a key reason the document mattered, it limited the king's power.

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the

i 2
Why was the Magna Carta an important document? people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

“In the year 1215, a very important document called the Magna Carta was created in a place called Runnymede, England.” b
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic of the Magna Carta, but naming when and where it was made does not support the thesis about why it was important, so on its own it does not prove the claim.
4 )
“The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (limiting the king's power is a reason it was important), and leads to the idea that fair rules protect people from unfair power. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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THESIS
The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the Magna Carta an important document?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago” (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

e N\ a
“So, they forced King John to meet them at
“It also protected certain rights of the people.” Runnymede.”
An effect of the document, it protected the rights of the people. An action the barons took, but it happened before the document was
written.
\ J y,
®
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PROMPT (WHY =
Wh was(the l\)lla na Carta an important document? The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
v 9 p : people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

( “It also protected certain rights of the people.” \
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (protecting people's rights is a reason it was important), and leads to the idea that fairness means everyone's rights are protected.
4 )
“So, they forced King John to meet them at Runnymede.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the story of how the Magna Carta came to be, but it happened before the document was written, so it does not show why the finished document was important. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - THURSDAY



TEKS 7(C)

A ® :pnvown s DEFEND OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the Magna Carta an important document?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ( )
- ~ | CAN
“The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
ower.” \- y,
o]
> s A
SENTENCE STEMS
“It also protected certain rights of the people.”

J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was the Magna Carta an important document?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 1 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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TEKS 7(C)
‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY =
Wh was(the l\)lla na Carta an important document? The Magna Carta was important because it limited the king's power and protected the rights of the
v 9 p : people, which shows that people long ago cared about fairness and justice.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it explains the unfair treatment before the Magna Carta, but it describes the problem, not why the document itself was important.

.

p
“It said that the king had to follow the law, just like everyone else.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (the law applied even to the king), and leads to the idea that fairness means the same rules for everyone. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the Magna Carta was important because it made rules fair for everyone? §
N
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
. J
4 )
@ “It said that the king had to follow the law, just like everyone else.”
. J
e )
G “Hundreds of years later, the ideas from the Magna Carta influenced other governments.”
. J
e )
Q “Even today, the Magna Carta reminds us that rules should apply to everyone and that people deserve to be treated fairly.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the Magna Carta was important because it made rules fair for everyone? )
\
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes the unfair treatment before the document, not how the Magna Carta made rules fair. J
4 N
e “It said that the king had to follow the law, just like everyone else.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the same law applied even to the king, so the rules were fair for everyone.
. y,
( )
G “Hundreds of years later, the ideas from the Magna Carta influenced other governments.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
5 True, but it describes what happened long after, not how the Magna Carta itself made rules fair. )
( )
Q “Even today, the Magna Carta reminds us that rules should apply to everyone and that people deserve to be treated fairly.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and close, but a reader would have to assume this modern reminder proves the rules were fair back then rather than stating it directly. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his
power to protect the people. y
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * Module 2
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THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /O J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ )
“Many barons believed the taxes were too high.” “England was very different in the early 1200s.”
Names the problem the barons had, they thought the taxes were too Background about the time period, but not a reason the barons
high. wanted the king to agree to it.
\_ J _J
®

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 + Evidence - MONDAY



TUESDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

TEKS 7(C eet 60
B ci CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e \
“Many barons believed the taxes were too high.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (unfair taxes are why the barons acted), and leads to the idea that people push back when they feel treated unfairly.

J
~
“England was very different in the early 1200s.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about the time period, but it does not connect to why the barons wanted the king to agree to it, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago” (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.

g AN J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ 4 N\
“Most people worked on farms and lived in small

“They wanted clear limits on the king's authority.” villages.”

Shows what the barons wanted as a result, clear limits on the king's

authority. A detail about daily life, but not about why the barons wanted the king

to agree to it.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

TEKS 7(C eet 60
B et CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“They wanted clear limits on the king's authority.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the barons wanted limits on the king's power), and leads to the idea that fair government needs limits on power.

J
4 )
“Most people worked on farms and lived in small villages.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A detail about daily life in England, but it does not show why the barons wanted the king to agree to it, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - THURSDAY
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A ® :pnvown s DEFEND OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ~ N\
I CAN
( “Many barons believed the taxes were too high.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
13 H H H 1 H » ( \
They wanted clear limits on the king's authority. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 + Evidence « FRIDAY
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. YOUR TURN
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE LB DEsce SR o eril

THESIS
The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 1 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 1 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why did t(he b;rons want the king to agree to the Magna Carta? The barons wanted the king to agree to the Magna Carta because they believed his taxes and decisions
y 9 9 9 ' were unfair, so they demanded clear limits on his power to protect the people.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“He spent large amounts of money fighting wars, and those wars were often unsuccessful.” b

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it explains one of the king's problems, but it describes his spending, not the reason the barons wanted the document signed. )
4 )

“They felt the king was asking for money without listening to their concerns.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (the barons felt unheard and treated unfairly), and leads to the idea that people want leaders who listen. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - ANSWER KEY
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. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the barons wanted the king to be responsible for his decisions? §
~
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
. y,
(" )
9 “They believed leaders should be responsible for their actions and should not be allowed to make decisions without considering the people they
governed.”
. y,
e )
G “Over time, the Magna Carta became known as one of the most influential documents in history.”
. y,
e A
Q “Kings held a great deal of power and made many decisions for the country.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 - Evidence + ASSESSMENT
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‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y ‘

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the barons wanted the king to be responsible for his decisions? )
N
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes what the king did, not what the barons wanted from him. J
4 N
e “They believed leaders should be responsible for their actions and should not be allowed to make decisions without considering the people they
governed.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the barons wanted leaders to be responsible and to consider the people.
\_ J
4 )
G “Over time, the Magna Carta became known as one of the most influential documents in history.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes what happened long after the barons acted, not what they wanted at the time. J
4 )
Q “Kings held a great deal of power and made many decisions for the country.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and related, but a reader would have to assume this general fact explains what the barons specifically wanted. J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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Grade 4 - Cluster 1 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ih b) d when they felt the ki bei fair? When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
owdi € barons respond when they te € king was being untair: power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his power, which led them to force King John to agree to
the Magna Carta.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * Module 3
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MONDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 7 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 4 g

“They organized together and demanded changes.”

Names the action the barons took, they organized and demanded
changes.

\_

“Most people lived in small villages and worked on
farms.”

Background about daily life, but not the barons' response to the king.

\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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. TUESDAY - S:H())OSE C H O O S E

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e N
“They organized together and demanded changes.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (organizing and demanding change is how they responded), and leads to the idea that people are stronger when they work together.

“Most people lived in small villages and worked on farms.” b
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Background about daily life, but it does not show how the barons responded, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 7 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago” (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.

\_ \_ J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 4 A
“Instead, they wanted him to agree to limits on his el s SR, e e syies] sl
authority.” ’ ]

o _ _ A detail about the time period, but not the barons' response.
Shows the result the barons wanted, limits on the king's authority.
\ \ Y,

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

s N
“Instead, they wanted him to agree to limits on his authority.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (they wanted limits on the king's power), and leads to the idea that fair leadership needs limits.

J
4 )
“Travel was difficult, and news spread slowly.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A detail about the time period, but it does not show the barons' response, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - THURSDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
| CAN
( “They organized together and demanded changes.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
(11 H H H H H » ( \
Instead, they wanted him to agree to limits on his authority. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 + Evidence « FRIDAY
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. YOUR TURN
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 1 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 1 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

THESIS
When the barons felt the king was being unfair, they organized together and demanded limits on his
power, which led them to force King John to agree to the Magna Carta.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the barons respond when they felt the king was being unfair?

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“He spent large amounts of money fighting wars with other countries.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it explains one of the king's problems, but it describes his spending, not how the barons responded.

.

("~ )
“After months of conflict and negotiations, the barons forced King John to meet them at Runnymede, a grassy field near the River Thames.”

BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (they forced the meeting after long conflict), and leads to the idea that persistence can bring change.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - ANSWER KEY
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. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that the barons wanted to change the king's power, not remove him? b
~
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
. J
4 )
G “Their goal was not to remove the king from power.”
. J
4 A
G “Although the sealing of the Magna Carta happened in a single location on a single day, its impact would last for centuries.”
. J
~ A
Q “They believed even the king should not have complete power.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 - Evidence + ASSESSMENT
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‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y ‘

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that the barons wanted to change the king's power, not remove him? )
\
Q “The king collected heavy taxes and made unfair decisions.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes what the king did, not what the barons wanted to happen. J
~ ™
e “Their goal was not to remove the king from power.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the barons did not want to remove the king, only to limit his power.
\ J
( )
G “Although the sealing of the Magna Carta happened in a single location on a single day, its impact would last for centuries.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the impact after the signing, not what the barons wanted at the time. )
( )
Q “They believed even the king should not have complete power.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and related, but a reader would have to assume this general belief shows they wanted to change rather than remove him. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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PROMPT (WHY) s © ;:Esg:rons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
Why did the barons lose trust in King John? concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.
\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John? )
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating
them fairly.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * Module 4
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MONDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

Sheet 8 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ g

“He demanded payments from landowners and other
groups throughout the kingdom.”

Names what the king did, demanded payments from landowners
across the kingdom.

\

“Roads were rough, and traveling long distances took
a great deal of time.”

Background about travel, but not a reason the barons lost trust.

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e N
“He demanded payments from landowners and other groups throughout the kingdom.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (unfair demands for money), and leads to the idea that people lose trust when they feel used.

J
~
“Roads were rough, and traveling long distances took a great deal of time.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about travel, but it does not connect to why the barons lost trust, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - TUESDAY



TEKS 7(C)
9

WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 8 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago” (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\
“As frustration grew, trust in the king began to T s 16 G, s, @F asess
decline.” ’ ’ ]
) ) ) A detail about the time period, but not a reason the barons lost trust.
Shows the effect, the barons' trust in the king declined.
\ \ Y,
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THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

("~ )
“As frustration grew, trust in the king began to decline.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (their trust declined), and leads to the idea that unfairness weakens trust over time.

J
4 )
“There were no cars, trains, or airplanes.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A detail about the time period, but it does not show why the barons lost trust, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - THURSDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE f )
p N I CAN
“He demanded payments from landowners and other groups | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
throughout the kingdom.” & J
N e N
SENTENCE STEMS
“As frustration grew, trust in the king began to decline.”

. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did the barons lose trust in King John?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"A Promise Written Long Ago" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 1 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 1 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY L Sl
Why did t(he b;rons lose trust in King John? The barons lost trust in King John because he raised taxes they thought were unfair and ignored their
v 9 : concerns, so they no longer believed he was treating them fairly.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“He spent large amounts of money fighting wars against neighboring countries.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it explains a challenge the king faced, but it describes his spending, not why the barons lost trust.

.

p
“They felt they were being forced to pay more and more money while receiving little in return.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (they felt used and unheard), and leads to the idea that fairness means giving and receiving in balance. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence - ANSWER KEY
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the barons felt King John ignored them? b
~
Q “King John became ruler of England in 1199.”
. y,
(" )
9 “They felt he ignored their concerns and made decisions without listening to anyone else.”
. y,
e )
G “In the year 1215, a very important document called the Magna Carta was created in a place called Runnymede, England.”
. y,
e )
Q “Many people believed these taxes were unfair.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the barons felt King John ignored them? )
\
Q “King John became ruler of England in 1199.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it only tells when he became king, not how the barons felt. J
~ ™
e “They felt he ignored their concerns and made decisions without listening to anyone else.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the barons felt the king ignored them and did not listen.
\ J
4 A
G “In the year 1215, a very important document called the Magna Carta was created in a place called Runnymede, England.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the document's creation, not how the barons felt before it. )
( A
Q “Many people believed these taxes were unfair.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and related, but it is about many people, so a reader would have to assume it shows the barons in particular felt ignored. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 1 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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PROMPT (WHY EELS
Why can (rene\avable resources be difficult to depend on? Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
v P ) energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the
right weather.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence * Module 1
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on?

THESIS
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )

I CAN DIRECTIONS

| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”

show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.

\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e A

“Renewable energy sources are not always

] i, <b 4 “Some of these resources are called renewable.”
available.
S _ Names the category, but not why renewable resources are hard to
States the limitation directly, renewable sources are not always
. depend on.

available.

\_ \ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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TEKS 7(C eet 90
B ci CHOOSE

THESIS
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“Renewable energy sources are not always available.” @:3583"[s]5 (e}

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (they are not always available), and leads to the idea that people must plan for times when the energy is low.

J
~
“Some of these resources are called renewable.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic of renewable resources, but naming the category does not show why they are hard to depend on, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on?

THESIS
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\

“For example, solar energy depends on sunlight, and
wind energy depends on weather conditions.”

Shows why they are not always available, they depend on sunlight and
weather.

“They do not run out easily, and they often cause less
damage to the environment.”

An advantage of renewable resources, not a limitation.

. J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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PROMPT (WHY EELS
Why can (rene\avable resources be difficult to depend on? Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
v P : energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“For example, solar energy depends on sunlight, and wind energy depends on weather conditions.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (availability depends on sunlight and weather), and leads to the idea that nature can be unpredictable.

J
4 )
“They do not run out easily, and they often cause less damage to the environment.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True and it connects to renewable resources, but it names advantages, not the limitation, so it does not support this thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence - THURSDAY
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THESIS
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
I CAN
-
L “Renewable energy sources are not always available.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
\_ J
( \ A
“For example, solar energy depends on sunlight, and wind energy SENTENCE STEMS
depends on weather conditions.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10

THESIS
Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can renewable resources be difficult to depend on?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 2 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 2 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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PROMPT (WHY EELS
Why can (rene\avable resources be difficult to depend on? Renewable resources can be difficult to depend on because they are not always available, since solar
v P : energy needs sunlight and wind energy needs the right weather.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Nonrenewable resources provide a large and steady supply of energy, which makes them useful.”
o C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, but it describes nonrenewable resources, not why renewable resources are hard to depend on.

.

-
“This can cause mismanagement of energy resources if people do not plan carefully.” @:=585"[s]5 e}

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (unreliable availability can cause mismanagement), and leads to the idea that careful planning is needed. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence - ANSWER KEY
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that renewable energy is not always dependable? b
~
Q “They do not run out easily, and they often cause less damage to the environment.”
. y,
(" )
G “Renewable energy sources are not always available.”
. y,
e )
G “These include coal, oil, and natural gas, which form deep underground over millions of years.”
. y,
e )
Q “The sun provides energy each day, and wind can be used to generate electricity.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 - Evidence + ASSESSMENT
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that renewable energy is not always dependable? )
\
Q “They do not run out easily, and they often cause less damage to the environment.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes an advantage of renewable resources, not why they are hard to depend on. J
4 )
e “Renewable energy sources are not always available.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, renewable energy is not always available, so it is not always dependable.
\. J
( )
G “These include coal, oil, and natural gas, which form deep underground over millions of years.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes how nonrenewable resources form, not why renewable energy is undependable. )
( )
Q “The sun provides energy each day, and wind can be used to generate electricity.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it suggests energy is available, so a reader would have to assume it shows renewable energy is undependable. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Columbus's Arrival" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas. )
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence « Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) * Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence * Module 2
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THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Columbus's Arrival” (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /O J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ )
“By claiming the land, Columbus helped Spain begin “In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed across the
to explore and settle in the Americas.” Atlantic Ocean searching for a new route to Asia.”
Names the action that mattered for Spain, claiming the land started its Background about his original goal, but not why the arrival was
exploration and settlement. important for Spain.
- J J
®

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 * Evidence + MONDAY
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i CHOOSE

THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

(~ )
“By claiming the land, Columbus helped Spain begin to explore and settle in the Americas.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (claiming the land began Spain's exploration and settlement), and leads to the idea that one event can open the door to many others.

J
~
“In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean searching for a new route to Asia.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to Columbus, but it describes his original goal, not why the arrival was important for Spain, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence - TUESDAY



TEKS 7(C)
9

WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 10 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Columbus's Arrival” (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\

“This was important because it led to more Spanish
expeditions and the growth of Spain's influence in the
region.”

Shows the effect, more expeditions and growing influence for Spain.

“Traveling to Asia by land could be difficult and
costly.”

Background about European trade, but not about Spain's growth.

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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PROMPT (WHY Ul 24
Why wa s(C olu)mbu s's arrival important for Spain? Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
v P pain: helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“This was important because it led to more Spanish expeditions and the growth of Spain's influence in the region.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (more expeditions and growing influence), and leads to the idea that exploration can expand a country's power.

J
4 )
“Traveling to Asia by land could be difficult and costly.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about European trade routes, but it does not show why Columbus's arrival helped Spain grow, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence - THURSDAY



TEKS 7(C)

A ® :pnvown s DEFEND OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE (" )
- ~ I CAN
“By claiming the land, Columbus helped Spain begin to explore and | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
settle in the Americas.” \_ J
B e ™
- ~N SENTENCE STEMS
“This was important because it led to more Spanish expeditions and _ -
\_ J
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
g J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus's arrival important for Spain?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Columbus's Arrival" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 2 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY Ul 24
Why wa s(C olu)mbu s's arrival important for Spain? Columbus's arrival was important for Spain because it led to more expeditions and settlements, which
v P pain: helped Spain grow its influence in the Americas.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“Columbus and his crew also brought their beliefs with them.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it connects to Columbus, but it describes spreading beliefs, not why his arrival helped Spain grow.

.

-
“As more explorers arrived, Spain established settlements in different areas.” @:/ZF583"b]=\[e=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (new settlements grew Spain's presence in the Americas), and leads to the idea that settlement builds lasting influence.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that Columbus's voyage connected Europe and the Americas? §
~
Q “When he arrived, he claimed the land for Spain, even though Native American groups such as the Taino and the Carib already lived there.”
. y,
(" )
e “Ships traveled back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean carrying people, goods, and ideas.”
. y,
e )
G “Columbus believed that sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean would be a quicker way to reach Asia.”
. y,
e )
Q “They wanted to spread Christianity to the people they met.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that Columbus's voyage connected Europe and the Americas? )
N
Q “When he arrived, he claimed the land for Spain, even though Native American groups such as the Taino and the Carib already lived there.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes claiming the land, not how the two regions became connected. J
4 N
e “Ships traveled back and forth across the Atlantic Ocean carrying people, goods, and ideas.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, ships carrying people, goods, and ideas connected Europe and the Americas.
. y,
' A
G “Columbus believed that sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean would be a quicker way to reach Asia.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes his belief before the voyage, not the connection the voyage created. )
' A
Q “They wanted to spread Christianity to the people they met.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and related, but a reader would have to assume this goal shows the two regions were connected. )
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THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Columbus's Arrival" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew
members.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Columbus's Arrival” (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |

e N\ [ A
“However, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of

Spain agreed to support the voyage.”

“Columbus was born in Genoa, in what is now Italy, but he sailed for Spain.”

Background about Columbus, but not why he was able to make the

Names who made the voyage possible, the king and queen agreed to voyage

support it.
\_ J U J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 + Evidence + MONDAY



TUESDAY - CHOOSE . .
EVIDENCE : TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

i CHOOSE

THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“However, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to support the voyage.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the king and queen's support made it possible), and leads to the idea that big journeys often need help from others.

J
~
“Columbus was born in Genoa, in what is now Italy, but he sailed for Spain.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to Columbus, but it is background, not what allowed him to make the voyage, so it does not support the thesis. )
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TEKS 7(C)
9

WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 11 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Columbus's Arrival” (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 4 p
(13 H H H ”»
They provided ships, supplies;andicrew members. “The crew spent weeks at sea without seeing land.”
The a.ct/on that made the voyage possible, they provided ships, A detail during the voyage, but not why he was able to begin it.
supplies, and crew.
- \ v,
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THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

s N
“They provided ships, supplies, and crew members.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the ships, supplies, and crew made the voyage possible), and leads to the idea that a plan needs resources to succeed.

J
~
“The crew spent weeks at sea without seeing land.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes what happened during the voyage, but it does not show why Columbus was able to begin it, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- ~ | CAN
“However, King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
support the voyage.” . J
N e A
SENTENCE STEMS
“They provided ships, supplies, and crew members.”

J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was Columbus able to make his voyage across the Atlantic Ocean?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Columbus's Arrival" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 2 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 2 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE



TEKS 7(C)
‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY LSl
Wh was(Cqu)mbus able to make his vovage across the Atlantic Ocean? Columbus was able to make his voyage because King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain agreed to
v yag ) support it by providing ships, supplies, and crew members.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Many people doubted his plan because they believed the journey would be too long.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it connects to the voyage, but it describes the doubt others had, not what allowed Columbus to sail.

.

p
“Columbus set sail with three ships called the Nifa, the Pinta, and the Santa Maria.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (with the ships he was given, he set sail), and leads to the idea that support turns a plan into action. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Columbus faced doubt before his voyage? b
~
Q “In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean searching for a new route to Asia.”
. y,
(" )
G “Many people doubted his plan because they believed the journey would be too long.”
. y,
e )
G “Some sailors became worried and wanted to turn back.”
. y,
e )
Q “Columbus believed he could reach Asia more quickly by sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Columbus faced doubt before his voyage? )
\
Q “In 1492, Christopher Columbus sailed across the Atlantic Ocean searching for a new route to Asia.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes the voyage itself, not the doubt people had beforehand. J
4 N
e “Many people doubted his plan because they believed the journey would be too long.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, many people doubted the plan before the voyage began.
. y,
( )
G “Some sailors became worried and wanted to turn back.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but that worry happened during the voyage, not before it. )
( A
Q “Columbus believed he could reach Asia more quickly by sailing west across the Atlantic Ocean.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it shows Columbus's own belief, so a reader would have to assume it shows other people doubted him. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 2 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY



TEKS 7(C v
‘ EVIDENCE IgEC)K EVI D E N C E

Grade 4 - Cluster 2 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce less pollution, which helps protect the environment
while still providing energy.
_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
- - 3

“Another advantage of renewable resources is that
they often produce less pollution.”

Names a reason people support renewable resources, they produce
less pollution.

“Wind turbines use moving air to generate power.”

An example of how renewable energy works, but not why people
support it.

\_ J
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B oeon o CHOOSE

THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“Another advantage of renewable resources is that they often produce less pollution.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (less pollution is why people support them), and leads to the idea that cleaner energy helps everyone.

J
~
“Wind turbines use moving air to generate power.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to renewable resources, but it describes how they work, not why people support them, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\
“This helps reduce the amount of harmful gases “Some schools have installed solar panels on
released into the air.” rooftops to help lower electricity costs.”
Shows the effect people value, fewer harmful gases in the air. An example of use, but the reason here is cost, not the environment.
\_ \_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why d n(r n ) I rt using renewable r rces? Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
y do many people support using renewable resources? less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“This helps reduce the amount of harmful gases released into the air.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (reducing harmful gases protects the environment), and leads to the idea that clean air matters to communities.

J
4 )
“Some schools have installed solar panels on rooftops to help lower electricity costs.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to renewable use, but the reason given here is cost, not the environmental protection the thesis names, so it does not support this thesis. )
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THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p N | CAN
“Another advantage of renewable resources is that they often | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
produce less pollution.” \_ J
- e N
SENTENCE STEMS
“This helps reduce the amount of harmful gases released into the air.”

J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do many people support using renewable resources?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Energy We Use Everyday" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 2 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why d n(r n ) I rt using renewable r rces? Many people support using renewable resources because they can be replaced naturally and produce
y do many people support using renewable resources? less pollution, which helps protect the environment while still providing energy.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Water flowing through dams can also be used to produce electricity.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows one way renewable energy is made, but it does not explain why people support renewable resources.

.

(~ )

“Many people support the use of renewable resources because they can help protect the environment while still providing energy.”
BEST EVIDENCE

o C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (they protect the environment while still providing energy), and leads to the idea that people choose energy that does the least harm.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that renewable resources are better for the environment? §
N
Q “Farmers grow plants that can be used for food, fuel, and other products.”
. J
4 )
9 “Solar panels and wind turbines generate electricity without burning fuel.”
. J
e )
G “Communities around the world are increasing their use of renewable resources.”
. J
e )
Q “Because these resources can be replaced naturally, many people believe they are important for the future.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that renewable resources are better for the environment? )
\
Q “Farmers grow plants that can be used for food, fuel, and other products.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes a use of renewable resources, not an environmental benefit. J
~ ™
e “Solar panels and wind turbines generate electricity without burning fuel.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, generating electricity without burning fuel is better for the environment.
\ J
( )
G “Communities around the world are increasing their use of renewable resources.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes a growing trend today, not why renewable resources are better for the environment. )
( )
Q “Because these resources can be replaced naturally, many people believe they are important for the future.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, and related, but a reader would have to assume being important for the future means better for the environment. )
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THESIS

PROMPT (WHY) el e i ot q . . .
. , . . . join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country? West, which changed the map and shaped history.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country? )
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the West, which changed the map and shaped
history.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 3 « Evidence * Module 1
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THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
e N\ [ A

“Leaders talked both day and night,”

Shows leaders discussing before the choice, not an effect on the
country.

- J J

“Soon a war began to rise,”

Names an effect of the choice, a war began.
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TEKS 7(C)
-

H E Sheet 13 of 36
TUESDAY - CHOOSE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

4 )

“Soon a war began to rise,” @:1=Z50a"b]= (015

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the choice led to a war), and leads to the idea that big decisions can bring conflict.

J
~
“Leaders talked both day and night,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it happened before the choice, so it does not show an effect on the country and does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
:IROMd?; .(I‘.N HY), hoice 1o ioin the United Stat ffect th try? Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
ow did lexas's choice to join the Unite ates atiect the country: West, which changed the map and shaped history.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“The U.S. gained land across the West,” “Texas stood beneath wide skies,”

A clear effect on the country, it gained new land. Sets the scene, but not an effect of the choice.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 3 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY
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THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e N
“The U.S. gained land across the West,”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the country gained new land), and leads to the idea that one choice can reshape a whole nation.

J
4 )
“Texas stood beneath wide skies,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets the scene at the start of the poem, but it does not show an effect of the choice, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 | CAN )

( “Soon a war began to rise,” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )

11 H » ( \
The U.S. gained land across the West, SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 3 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
Texas's choice to join the United States led to a war with Mexico and gained the U.S. new land across the
West, which changed the map and shaped history.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Texas's choice to join the United States affect the country?

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 A
“And anger grew for all to see.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows Mexico's reaction, but it describes anger, not the effect on the United States that the prompt asks about.

J
4 )
“But its effects were strong and vast.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (the choice and the war had strong, vast effects), and leads to the idea that some decisions change history for a long time. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that Texas's choice changed the United States? b
N
Q “Texas stood beneath wide skies,”
. J
4 )
9 “The U.S. gained land across the West,”
. J
e )
G “Leaders talked both day and night,”
. J
e )
Q “Its story still helps people see”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that Texas's choice changed the United States? )
\
Q “Texas stood beneath wide skies,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it sets the scene at the start, not a change to the country. J
4 )
e “The U.S. gained land across the West,”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the country gained new land because of Texas's choice.
\. J
( )
G “Leaders talked both day and night,”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it happened before the choice was made, not the change it caused. )
( )
Q “Its story still helps people see”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about the lesson of the story, so a reader would have to assume it shows the country changed. )
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
""Making It Happen" (Drama)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas to become real. )
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence « Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) * Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e A
“So wealthy people, called patrons, would help “A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to
them.” do their work.”
Names who helped artists, wealthy people called patrons. Background about the problem, but not how patrons helped.
\_ \ J
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

s N
“So wealthy people, called patrons, would help them.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (patrons were the wealthy people who helped), and leads to the idea that creators often need others to believe in them.

J
~
“A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it describes the problem, not how patrons helped, so it does not support the thesis on its own. )
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ / J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ p
“They _believed in the artist or the idea, so they helped “Many artists, writers, and inventors depended on
LG Lt ] L support from others.”
ig,c()),c‘:/esnt/‘/hat patrons did, they believed in the idea and helped make it A general statement, but not specifically how patrons helped.
- J v,
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

e 2
“They believed in the artist or the idea, so they helped make it happen.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (patrons helped make ideas happen), and leads to the idea that belief and money together turn ideas into reality.

J
~
“Many artists, writers, and inventors depended on support from others.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it is a general statement about needing support, not specifically how patrons helped, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 | CAN )
-
L “So wealthy people, called patrons, would help them.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( Y A
“They believed in the artist or the idea, so they helped make it SENTENCE STEMS
happen.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
to become real.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did patrons help artists in the past?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 3 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
. L. In the past, patrons helped artists by giving them money to do their work, which allowed important ideas
How did patrons help artists in the past? o e oL
Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:
~
“That must have made a big difference.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it reacts to the idea, but it does not explain how patrons actually helped artists. )
( )
“Without that help, some important ideas might never have become real.” @:[=5383"[s]5[¢]=
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (patron help let important ideas become real), and leads to the idea that support can change what is possible. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the drama best supports the idea that patrons were important to artists in the past? b
N
Q “A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
. J
4 )
9 “Without that help, some important ideas might never have become real.”
. J
e )
G “how do people actually turn ideas into real stuff?”
. J
e )
Q “That must have made a big difference.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the drama best supports the idea that patrons were important to artists in the past? )
\
Q “A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes the problem artists faced, not why patrons were important. J
4 )
e “Without that help, some important ideas might never have become real.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, without patron help some important ideas would never have happened.
. J
( )
G “how do people actually turn ideas into real stuff?”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it is the opening question, asked before the explanation about patrons. )
( )
Q “That must have made a big difference.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is a reaction, so a reader would have to assume it explains why patrons were important. )
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THESIS
People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did people feel about Texas joining the United States?

\

LOCATE THE PASSAGE

"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry)

\_ J

\

THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

How did people feel about Texas joining the United States? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation would grow stronger, while others worried that

statehood might change its laws and leaders. )
\

THIS WEEK'S FLOW

Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu

CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 3 « Evidence * Module 3
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THESIS
People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did people feel about Texas joining the United States?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“Some believed the nation would grow,” “Leaders talked both day and night,”

Sh hopeful tion, le thought th ti Id . . .
ows & hopelul reaction, some peopie tholg e nation wou Shows leaders discussing, but not how people felt about joining.

grow.

. J O\ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ( : feel about Texas ioinind the United States? People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
o people teel about lexas joining the € ates: would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( R, Reactions J pieces

4 N
“Some believed the nation would grow,” @:1Z583" 5 \[e=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (some felt hopeful the nation would grow), and leads to the idea that a big choice can bring hope to some people.

J
4 )
“Leaders talked both day and night,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it shows discussion, not how people felt about joining, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did people feel about Texas joining the United States?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“Others worried what might come,” “In 1845, a change was made,”

Shows a worried reaction to Texas joining. States when the change happened, not how people felt.
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ( : feel about Texas ioinind the United States? People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
o people teel about lexas joining the € ates: would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

4 )
“Others worried what might come,” @:]=303"[»1=[¢]=
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (some felt worried about the change), and leads to the idea that the same choice can worry other people.

J
4 )
“In 1845, a change was made,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the event, but it states when the change happened, not how people felt, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ( : feel about Texas ioinind the United States? People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
o people teel about lexas joining the € ates: would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
| CAN
( “Some believed the nation would grow,” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
11 H H 7 ( \
Others worried what might come, SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did people feel about Texas joining the United States?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"A Lone Star Choice" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 3 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ( : feel about Texas ioinind the United States? People had mixed feelings about Texas joining the United States, because some believed the nation
o people teel about lexas joining the € ates: would grow stronger, while others worried that statehood might change its laws and leaders.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 A
“Wondering what the choice was about.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows uncertainty, but it does not clearly show the hopeful and worried feelings about joining.

J
4 )
“Some were hopeful, while others felt hopeless.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (people had mixed feelings, some hopeful and some hopeless), and leads to the idea that a single choice can divide how people feel. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that some people worried about Texas becoming a state? b
N
Q “Some believed the nation would grow,”
. J
4 )
G “Would laws and leaders stay the same?”
. J
e )
G “The U.S. gained land across the West,”
. J
e )
Q “To prosper, learn, and keep its pace.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that some people worried about Texas becoming a state? )
\
Q “Some believed the nation would grow,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it shows hope, not worry, about Texas becoming a state. J
4 )
e “Would laws and leaders stay the same?”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the worried question asks whether statehood would change the laws and leaders.
. J
( )
G “The U.S. gained land across the West,”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
5 True, but it describes an effect after the war, not a worry before statehood. )
( )
Q “To prosper, learn, and keep its pace.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes prospering and hope, so a reader would have to assume it shows worry. )
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THESIS

PROMPT (WHY) Helpi . L .
. L - . . ping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
2
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past? though the way people give help may look different now.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
""Making It Happen" (Drama)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even though the way people give help may look
different now.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past?

THESIS
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
though the way people give help may look different now.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\

“So people still need others to believe in them?”

Shows the similarity, people still need others to believe in them today.

“A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to
do their work.”

Background about the past, but not about needing support today.

. J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How is hc(al in ) ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past? Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
ping v ping past: though the way people give help may look different now.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( R, Reactions J pieces

s N
“So people still need others to believe in them?”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (people still need support today), and leads to the idea that some needs stay the same across time.

J
4 )
“A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it describes the past problem, not that people still need support today, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past?

THESIS
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
though the way people give help may look different now.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e 2

“Many artists, writers, and inventors depended on
support from others.”

Shows the past need for support, which connects to the idea that
support still matters.

“That must have made a big difference.”

A reaction to the past, but not about the ongoing need for support.
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THESIS
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
though the way people give help may look different now.

PROMPT (WHY)
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two ( K, Key Knowledge ) pieces

e N
“Many artists, writers, and inventors depended on support from others.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (people have long depended on support), and leads to the idea that the need for support is not new.

J
~
“That must have made a big difference.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A reaction to the past, but it does not show the ongoing need for support, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
though the way people give help may look different now.

PROMPT (WHY)
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p | CAN
“So people still need others to believe in them?” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( \ A
“Many artists, writers, and inventors depended on support from SENTENCE STEMS
others.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
though the way people give help may look different now.

PROMPT (WHY)
How is helping ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Making It Happen" (Drama).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 3 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How is hc(al in ) ideas today similar to helping ideas in the past? Helping ideas today is similar to the past because people still need support from others to succeed, even
ping v ping past: though the way people give help may look different now.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“So wealthy people, called patrons, would help them.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it describes help in the past, but it does not show how help today is similar.

.

( )
“The way people help may look different now, but support is still important.” @:=Z53827(s]5[e]=
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (support is still important today though it looks different), and leads to the idea that the form of help changes but the need does not.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the drama best shows that helping ideas is still important today? )
N
Q “A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
\ y,
e )
G “The way people help may look different now, but support is still important.”
\ y,
e R
G “So wealthy people, called patrons, would help them.”
\ y,
e A
Q “Do people still help ideas today?”
\ y,

( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true.
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the drama best shows that helping ideas is still important today? )
\
Q “A long time ago, artists didn't always have money to do their work.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes the past, not why helping ideas still matters today. J
4 )
e “The way people help may look different now, but support is still important.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, help may look different now, but support is still important today.
\. J
( )
G “So wealthy people, called patrons, would help them.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes how help worked in the past, not today. )
( )
Q “Do people still help ideas today?”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is a question, so a reader would have to assume the answer shows help is still important. )
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PROMPT (WHY LSl
Why did I(Vlali tlecome a wealthy kinadom? Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
v Yy king : smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought
more people and goods into Mali. y
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e 2

“Mali became wealthy because it controlled
important trade routes.”

States a key reason for the wealth, control of important trade routes.

\_

“He became king in the early 1300s and is often
remembered as one of the richest people in history.”

Background about when he ruled, but not why Mali became wealthy.

\_ J
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THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“Mali became wealthy because it controlled important trade routes.” @:1=3503"p]13\[¢]=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (controlling trade routes built the wealth), and leads to the idea that location and trade can make a kingdom powerful.

J
~
“He became king in the early 1300s and is often remembered as one of the richest people in history.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to Mansa Musa, but it is background about when he ruled, not why Mali became wealthy, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 4 « Evidence - TUESDAY



TEKS 7(C)
9

WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 17 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category:
e e A

“He made sure traders could move safely, which
brought more people and goods into Mali.”

An action that grew the wealth, keeping traders safe brought more
trade.

“During this journey, he gave away large amounts of
gold to people in need.”

An action, but it shows his generosity, not why Mali became wealthy.

\_ J
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A CHOOSE

THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

e N
“He made sure traders could move safely, which brought more people and goods into Mali.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (safe traders brought more trade), and leads to the idea that good leadership can grow a kingdom's wealth.

J
~
“During this journey, he gave away large amounts of gold to people in need.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to Mansa Musa, but it shows his generosity, not why Mali became wealthy, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- ~ I CAN
L “Mali became wealthy because it controlled important trade routes.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( \ A
“He made sure traders could move safely, which brought more people SENTENCE STEMS
and goods into Mali.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why did Mali become a wealthy kingdom?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 4 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY LSl
Why did I(Vlali tlecome a wealthy kinadom? Mali became a wealthy kingdom because it controlled important trade routes and Mansa Musa made
v Yy king : smart choices that helped trade grow, which brought more people and goods into Mali.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Timbuktu was also known for learning, where people studied subjects like math, science, and religion.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows Timbuktu was important, but it describes learning, not why Mali became wealthy.

.

p
“Traders traveled across the hot Sahara Desert carrying gold and salt, which were very valuable.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (valuable gold and salt trade built the wealth), and leads to the idea that valuable goods can make a kingdom rich. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why Mali grew richer over time? §
~
Q “During this journey, he gave away large amounts of gold to people in need.”
. y,
(" )
9 “He made sure traders could move safely, which brought more people and goods into Mali.”
. y,
e )
G “People still talk about Mansa Musa today when they learn about African history and how trade and education helped kingdoms grow.”
. y,
e )
Q “His actions made many people notice how wealthy Mali was.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why Mali grew richer over time? )
\
Q “During this journey, he gave away large amounts of gold to people in need.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it shows his generosity, not why the kingdom grew richer. J
e ™
e “He made sure traders could move safely, which brought more people and goods into Mali.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, safe travel brought more people and goods, which grew Mali's wealth.
\ J
4 A
G “People still talk about Mansa Musa today when they learn about African history and how trade and education helped kingdoms grow.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes people today, not how Mali grew richer back then. )
4 A
Q “His actions made many people notice how wealthy Mali was.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about people noticing the wealth, so a reader would have to assume it explains why Mali grew richer. )
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THESIS
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

PROMPT (WHY)
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction)

\_ J
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h

g How are the regions of Texas different from one another? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate, and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West
Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains. y
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

THESIS
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e N
“His parents told him that every region had its own “They were driving across Texas to learn about its
landforms, climate, plants, and jobs.” different regions.”
States the main idea, each region has its own features. Sets up the trip, but does not show how the regions differ.
\_ - J
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THESIS
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

PROMPT (WHY)
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“His parents told him that every region had its own landforms, climate, plants, and jobs.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (each region has its own features), and leads to the idea that one state can hold many different places.

J
~
“They were driving across Texas to learn about its different regions.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it is the setup for the trip, not how the regions differ, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

PROMPT (WHY)
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
show Scenery/Sensory. « Underline TWO places that show Scenery/Sensory.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( s, Scenery/Sensory )

e N\ N
“Zavier noticed tall, rocky mountains and dry land.” “Next, they traveled to the Great Plains.”
Describes the West Texas landforms and climate, a distinct feature. A travel transition, not a description of how the region differs.
\ J Y,
®
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PROMPT (WHY! =l
How are ihe rc)a ions of Texas different from one another? The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
9 : and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ S, Scenery/Sensory ) pieces

4 A
“Zavier noticed tall, rocky mountains and dry land.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (West Texas has dry, rocky landforms), and leads to the idea that landforms help make each region special.

J
4 )
“Next, they traveled to the Great Plains.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the trip, but it is a travel transition, not a description of how the region differs, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

PROMPT (WHY)
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p N I CAN
“His parents told him that every region had its own landforms, | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
climate, plants, and jobs.” o /
B e ™
SENTENCE STEMS
“Zavier noticed tall, rocky mountains and dry land.”

. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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PROMPT (WHY! UL 24
( ) . . The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
How are the regions of Texas different from one another?

and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 4 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
:IF;(\?vMal:Z ml::c)e ions of Texas different from one another? The regions of Texas are different from one another because each one has its own landforms, climate,
9 : and jobs, such as the dry, rocky mountains of West Texas and the wide, flat land of the Great Plains.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( S, Scenery/Sensory ]

-

“His dad nodded and added that farming is also common here.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it names a job in one region, but on its own it does not show how the regions are different from one another. )

-

-
“His mom explained that people in this region often work in mining and oil because of the natural resources found underground.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (West Texas jobs are mining and oil), and leads to the idea that a region's resources shape the work people do.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that different regions of Texas have different kinds of work? b
~
Q “They were driving across Texas to learn about its different regions.”
. y,
(" )
9 “His mom explained that people in this region often work in mining and oil because of the natural resources found underground.”
. y,
e )
G “Next, they traveled to the Great Plains.”
. y,
e )
Q “The land looked wide and flat with rolling hills.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that different regions of Texas have different kinds of work? )
\
Q “They were driving across Texas to learn about its different regions.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it sets up the trip, not the kinds of work in each region. J
4 N
e “His mom explained that people in this region often work in mining and oil because of the natural resources found underground.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, mining and oil are the jobs in West Texas, showing work differs by region.
. y,
( )
G “Next, they traveled to the Great Plains.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes traveling to the next region, not the kinds of work there. )
( A
Q “The land looked wide and flat with rolling hills.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes landforms, so a reader would have to assume it shows different kinds of work. )
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Wh was(tra di)n old and salt useful for the people of Mali? Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
v 99 peop : others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

\

LOCATE THE PASSAGE

"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction)

\_ J

\

THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

Why was trading gold and salt useful for the people of Mali? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while others had salt but little gold, so trading let

everyone get what they needed. y
\

THIS WEEK'S FLOW

Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu

CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 4 - Evidence * Module 3
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THESIS
Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e N\ A
“Some places had plenty of gold but little salt, while i
- AL ' ’ “Gold was one of Mali's greatest natural resources.”
other places had salt but not much gold.
_ ) ) Names a resource, but not why trading gold and salt was useful.
Shows why trading was useful, different places had different resources.
\_ J J
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i CHOOSE

THESIS
Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was trading gold and salt useful for the people of Mali?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

s N
“Some places had plenty of gold but little salt, while other places had salt but not much gold.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (places had different resources), and leads to the idea that trading helps people share what they lack.

J
~
“Gold was one of Mali's greatest natural resources.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it names a resource, not why trading gold and salt was useful, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 4 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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THESIS
Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was trading gold and salt useful for the people of Mali?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 ) 4 )
“Camels were helpful because they could carry heavy
“This made trading useful for everyone.” loads and travel long distances with very little water.”
States the result, trading helped everyone get what they needed. About how merchants traveled, not why trading gold and salt was
useful.
\_ /L J
o
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Wh was(tra di)n old and salt useful for the people of Mali? Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
v 99 peop : others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

-

-

“This made trading useful for everyone.” \

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (trading helped everyone), and leads to the idea that fair trade benefits both sides. )
~

“Camels were helpful because they could carry heavy loads and travel long distances with very little water.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Describes how merchants traveled, but it does not show why trading gold and salt was useful, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was trading gold and salt useful for the people of Mali?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p N | CAN
“Some places had plenty of gold but little salt, while other places had | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
salt but not much gold.” & J
- ana N
SENTENCE STEMS
“This made trading useful for everyone.”

. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why was trading gold and salt useful for the people of Mali?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Wealth of Mansa Musa" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 4 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Wh was(tra di)n old and salt useful for the people of Mali? Trading gold and salt was useful for the people of Mali because some places had gold but little salt, while
v 99 peop : others had salt but little gold, so trading let everyone get what they needed.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“People wanted gold because it could be made into coins, jewelry, and decorations.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it explains why gold was wanted, but it does not show why trading gold and salt together was useful for everyone.

.

p
“Salt was just as important because it helped preserve food and keep people healthy.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (salt was needed too, so trading both helped everyone), and leads to the idea that people trade for the things they cannot make themselves.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 4 - Evidence - ANSWER KEY
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why people in different places needed to trade? b
N
Q “Gold was one of Mali's greatest natural resources.”
. J
4 )
G “Some places had plenty of gold but little salt, while other places had salt but not much gold.”
. J
e )
G “These trips could last for weeks or even months.”
. J
e )
Q “Merchants also traded cloth, tools, leather, spices, pottery, and other goods that people needed in their daily lives.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why people in different places needed to trade? )
\
Q “Gold was one of Mali's greatest natural resources.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it names a resource, not why people in different places needed to trade. J
4 N
e “Some places had plenty of gold but little salt, while other places had salt but not much gold.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, places had different resources, so they needed to trade to get what they lacked.
. y,
( )
G “These trips could last for weeks or even months.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes how long the trips took, not why people needed to trade. )
( )
Q “Merchants also traded cloth, tools, leather, spices, pottery, and other goods that people needed in their daily lives.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it lists other goods, so a reader would have to assume it explains why different places needed to trade. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 4 - Evidence + ASSESSMENT KEY
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THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the country, so its land, weather, and resources can
change a lot from one place to another. y
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 4 - Evidence * Module 4
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
4 4 )
“Texas is one of the largest states in the country.” “He traced their route with his finger and smiled.”
Names the reason, Texas is very large. An action while planning the trip, not the reason the land changes.
- \ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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B oo o CHOOSE

THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e 2
“Texas is one of the largest states in the country.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (its large size is the reason), and leads to the idea that a bigger place can hold more variety.

J
~
“He traced their route with his finger and smiled.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
An action while planning the trip, but it does not explain why the land and weather change, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
show Scenery/Sensory. « Underline TWO places that show Scenery/Sensory.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( s, Scenery/Sensory )

4 N\ 4 N\
“That means the land, weather, and resources can
change a lot from one place to another.” “At first he saw neighborhoods, farms, and trees.”
Explains the effect of the size, land and weather change from place to Describes one scene, but not why the land changes so much.
place.
\_ /L J
o
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THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ S, Scenery/Sensory ) pieces

e ™
“That means the land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.” @:1=585"1s]5 (e}

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the size causes the land and weather to change), and leads to the idea that size and variety go together.

J
4 )
“At first he saw neighborhoods, farms, and trees.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes one scene along the way, but it does not explain why the land changes so much, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE (" )
- | CAN
L “Texas is one of the largest states in the country.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( N\ N
“That means the land, weather, and resources can change a lot from SENTENCE STEMS
one place to another.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS

AL (L) The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the

Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Four Regions, One Big Adventure" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 4 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
The land and weather can change so much across Texas because Texas is one of the largest states in the
country, so its land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why can the land and weather change so much across Texas?

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( S, Scenery/Sensory ]

e ™
“After several hours, the trees became fewer, the ground looked drier, and rocky hills appeared in the distance.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows the land changing along the way, but it does not explain why one state has so much variety.

J
4 )
“It's hard to believe one state can have so many different places,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (one large state holds many different places), and leads to the idea that size allows for many landforms and climates. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why Texas has so much variety in its land and weather? b
N
Q “He packed a notebook so he could write down interesting facts and compare what made each place special.”
. J
4 )
9 “That means the land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.”
. J
e )
G “As they drove west, Zavier watched the scenery outside the window slowly change.”
. J
e )
Q “The state looked enormous.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why Texas has so much variety in its land and weather? )
\
Q “He packed a notebook so he could write down interesting facts and compare what made each place special.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes Zavier getting ready, not why Texas has so much variety. J
4 N
e “That means the land, weather, and resources can change a lot from one place to another.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the large size means the land, weather, and resources change from place to place.
. y,
( )
G “As they drove west, Zavier watched the scenery outside the window slowly change.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the drive, not the reason Texas has so much variety. )
( )
Q “The state looked enormous.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it only says the state is big, so a reader would have to assume its size explains the variety. )
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THESIS
The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the Renaissance change the way people thought?

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction)
\_ J
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h
g How did the Renaissance change the way people thought? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome, which led artists to make their work look real and
led people to believe that citizens should have a voice. )
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 5 « Evidence « Module 1
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PROMPT (WHY)
How did the Renaissance change the way people thought?

THESIS
The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
- - 3

“During the Renaissance, people began to study their
ideas again.”

Names what started the change, people studied the old ideas again.
\_

“It was called The School of Athens by Raphael.”

Names the painting, but not how the Renaissance changed thinking.

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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THESIS
The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the Renaissance change the way people thought?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“During the Renaissance, people began to study their ideas again.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (studying old ideas started the change), and leads to the idea that looking to the past can spark new thinking.

J
~
“It was called The School of Athens by Raphael.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects to the topic, but it names the painting, not how the Renaissance changed thinking, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did the Renaissance change the way people thought?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ A
“They began to believe that citizens should have a
voice.”

“Ava leaned forward as her teacher showed a

painting on the board.”
An effect on how people thought about government, citizens should

have a voice.
\_ J U y,

Sets the classroom scene, but not the change in thinking.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 5 « Evidence - WEDNESDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

A CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ih R) naissan hange the w le th ht? The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
o € Renalssance change the way people thought: which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“They began to believe that citizens should have a voice.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (people came to believe citizens should have a voice), and leads to the idea that new ideas can change how people see power.

J
4 )
“Ava leaned forward as her teacher showed a painting on the board.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets the classroom scene, but it does not show how the Renaissance changed the way people thought, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 5 + Evidence - THURSDAY
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THESIS

PROMF.'T [ dsrg) . The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
How did the Renalssance change the way people thought? which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.
Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter
OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
| CAN
( “During the Renaissance, people began to study their ideas again.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
13 H H H ” ( \
They began to believe that citizens should have a voice. SENTENCE STEMS
( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J
\
DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.
J

A o
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10
PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
How did the Renaissance change the way people thought? The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,

which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 5 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ih R) naissan hange the w le th ht? The Renaissance changed the way people thought because they studied ideas from Greece and Rome,
o € Renalssance change the way people thought: which led artists to make their work look real and led people to believe that citizens should have a voice.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

~ )
“At that time, kings still held most of the power.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it describes the past, but it does not show how the Renaissance changed the way people thought.

J
4 )
“Some people began to think in new ways about government dhd=fairsess %=
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (new thinking about government and fairness), and leads to the idea that ideas can reshape government. )
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Renaissance art tried to show people realistically? b
~
Q “Some people were reading.”
. y,
(" )
G “Artists like Raphael wanted their work to look real.”
. y,
e )
G “At that time, kings still held most of the power.”
. y,
e )
Q “Art showed people thinking and learning.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows that Renaissance art tried to show people realistically? )
\
Q “Some people were reading.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes what the painting shows, not that art tried to look real. J
4 ™
e “Artists like Raphael wanted their work to look real.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, artists wanted their work to look real.
. y,
4 )
G “At that time, kings still held most of the power.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes government in the past, not Renaissance art. )
4 )
Q “Art showed people thinking and learning.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about what art showed, so a reader would have to assume it means art tried to look real. )
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Grade 4 - Cluster 5 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped others feel connected and proud of their language,
history, and traditions.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 5 « Evidence * Module 2
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

Sheet 22 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ J Y,
Today's TRACKS category:
e N\ [ p
“She grew up in a Mexican American family and san i ]
g_ g . . 9 “Around the same time, Chelo Silva became known
songs in Spanish about hard work, love, and everyday i i ”
life.” for her powerful voice and emotional songs.
) ) ] ) About a different artist, not how Mendoza shaped culture.
Shows what Mendoza did, sang in Spanish about everyday life.
- J Y,
®
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e 2
“She grew up in a Mexican American family and sang songs in Spanish about hard work, love, and everyday life.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (she sang about people's real lives), and leads to the idea that art can grow out of everyday experiences.

J
~
“Around the same time, Chelo Silva became known for her powerful voice and emotional songs.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
This is about a different artist, so it does not show how Mendoza shaped culture and does not support the thesis. )
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

Sheet 22 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

e "~ N
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ Y,
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\
“Texas has always been a place where different
“Many families heard her music and felt proud of their rouns of beo I: have Iivez worked. and shared
language, history, and traditions.” iilea:” S ’ ’
The effect on people, families felt proud of their culture. Backgr.o nd about Toxas. not Mendoza's effct
u ut Texas, Z .
\_ \_ J
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

PROMPT (WHY LSSl
How did :nusic):ians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture? Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
Y p : others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

("~ )
“Many families heard her music and felt proud of their language, history, and traditions.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (her music made families feel proud of their culture), and leads to the idea that music can strengthen a community's identity.

J
4 )
“Texas has always been a place where different groups of people have lived, worked, and shared ideas.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about Texas, but it does not show Mendoza's effect on culture, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- ~ I CAN
“She grew up in a Mexican American family and sang songs in | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
Spanish about hard work, love, and everyday life.” \- J
\. J
( )
- ~N SENTENCE STEMS
“Many families heard her music and felt proud of their language,
history, and traditions.” ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
\_ J
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE LB DEsce SR o eril

THESIS
Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did musicians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 5 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 5 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY LSSl
How did :nusic):ians like Lydia Mendoza shape Texas culture? Musicians like Lydia Mendoza shaped Texas culture by singing about people's real lives, which helped
Y p : others feel connected and proud of their language, history, and traditions.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 ™
“Music became one way people could tell about their lives.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows what music did in general, but it does not show specifically how Mendoza shaped Texas culture.

\_

J

-
“People felt connected to her music because it sounded like their own experiences.” @:=383"/s]5[¢]=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (people connected because her songs sounded like their own lives), and leads to the idea that art matters most when people see themselves in it.
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that Lydia Mendoza's music was important to Texas culture? §
N
Q “Around the same time, Chelo Silva became known for her powerful voice and emotional songs.”
. J
4 )
9 “She helped show that songs in Spanish had an important place in Texas culture.”
. J
e )
G “Texas has always been a place where different groups of people have lived, worked, and shared ideas.”
. J
e )
Q “Her songs were often simple, but they were powerful because they told real stories.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. ]
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that Lydia Mendoza's music was important to Texas culture? )
\
Q “Around the same time, Chelo Silva became known for her powerful voice and emotional songs.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is about a different artist, not Mendoza's importance to Texas culture. J
4 N
e “She helped show that songs in Spanish had an important place in Texas culture.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, she showed that Spanish songs had an important place in Texas culture.
. y,
( )
G “Texas has always been a place where different groups of people have lived, worked, and shared ideas.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes Texas over time, not Mendoza's importance to its culture. )
( A
Q “Her songs were often simple, but they were powerful because they told real stories.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes her songs' quality, so a reader would have to assume it shows her importance to Texas culture. )
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Grade 4 - Cluster 5 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10
THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,

speak, or think.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
g How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and
space to make people look as if they could move, speak, or think.

J
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 5 « Evidence * Module 3
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 2 of 10
THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,

speak, or think.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS
( N\ )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
- N\ 3

“During the Renaissance, artists studied the human
body, light, and space.”

“Ava leaned forward as her teacher showed a

painting on the board.”
Shows what Renaissance artists did differently, they studied the bodly,

light, and space.
_ J U J

Sets the classroom scene, but not how the art looked different.
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 3 of 10
THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e N
“During the Renaissance, artists studied the human body, light, and space.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (studying the body, light, and space made the art different), and leads to the idea that study can change what art can do.

J
~
“Ava leaned forward as her teacher showed a painting on the board.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets the scene, but it does not show how the art looked different, so it does not support the thesis. )
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it?

THESIS

Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,
speak, or think.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\
“The people in the painting looked active and alive.” “Some people were reading.”
The effect of the new methods, the people looked alive. Describes what the painting shows, not the difference in style.
\_ \_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,

speak, or think.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

s N
“The people in the painting looked active and alive.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the figures looked alive, not flat), and leads to the idea that new methods can make art feel real.

J
4 )
“Some people were reading.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes what the painting shows, but it does not show the difference in style, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,

speak, or think.

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p N | CAN
“During the Renaissance, artists studied the human body, light, and | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
space.” \- J
> s N
SENTENCE STEMS
“The people in the painting looked active and alive.”

J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10

THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while
How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,
speak, or think.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"Looking Back to Move Forward" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 5 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

THESIS
PROMPT (WHY) Renaissance art looked different from earlier art because earlier paintings looked flat or simple, while

How did Renaissance art look different from the art that came before it? Renaissance artists studied the human body, light, and space to make people look as if they could move,
speak, or think.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“Artists often painted people in ways that did not look very lifelike.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it describes older art, but by itself it does not show how Renaissance art looked different.

.

e 2
“They wanted people in paintings to look as if they could move, speak, or think.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (Renaissance artists wanted lifelike figures), and leads to the idea that a clear goal shapes how art is made.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows how paintings looked before the Renaissance? )
~
Q “During the Renaissance, artists studied the human body, light, and space.”
. y,
(" )
G “Before the Renaissance, many paintings looked flat or simple.”
. y,
e )
G “The people in the painting looked active and alive.”
. y,
e )
Q “Raphael also used math and careful planning,”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows how paintings looked before the Renaissance? )
\
Q “During the Renaissance, artists studied the human body, light, and space.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes the Renaissance, not how paintings looked before it. J
4 )
e “Before the Renaissance, many paintings looked flat or simple.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, before the Renaissance many paintings looked flat or simple.
\. J
( )
G “The people in the painting looked active and alive.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the Renaissance painting, not paintings before it. )
( )
Q “Raphael also used math and careful planning,”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about Raphael's methods, so a reader would have to assume it shows how art looked before the Renaissance. )
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why is m(usic ; owerful way to connect people in Texas? Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
v p y peop ' pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas? b
\
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and pride, so even people from different backgrounds can
understand the feelings behind it. y
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas?

THESIS
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.

e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.

\_ \_ J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 4 N\
“In Texas, music has often been a bridge between “Texas is a large state with many different groups of
people.” people.”

States that music connects people, it has been a bridge. Background about Texas, not why music connects people.
\_ \_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why is m(usic ; owerful way to connect people in Texas? Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
v p y peop ' pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( R, Reactions J pieces

e )
“In Texas, music has often been a bridge between people.” @:[=Z583"%[]5 (e}

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (music has connected people), and leads to the idea that shared art can bring a community together.

J
4 )
“Texas is a large state with many different groups of people.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about Texas, but it does not explain why music connects people, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |

s N\ [ A
“Even when listeners came from different
backgrounds, they could understand the feelings

i “A song can tell a story in only a few minutes.”
behind a song.”

A fact about songs, but not why they connect people.
Explains why music connects people, shared feelings cross

backgrounds.
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THESIS
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two ( K, Key Knowledge ) pieces

e N
“Even when listeners came from different backgrounds, they could understand the feelings behind a song.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (shared feelings cross different backgrounds), and leads to the idea that emotion is a language everyone understands.

J
~
“A song can tell a story in only a few minutes.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A fact about songs, but it does not explain why music connects people, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE (" | CAN )
-
L “In Texas, music has often been a bridge between people.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( \ A
“Even when listeners came from different backgrounds, they could SENTENCE STEMS
understand the feelings behind a song.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is music a powerful way to connect people in Texas?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Voices That Shaped Texas" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 5 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why is m(usic ; owerful way to connect people in Texas? Music is a powerful way to connect people in Texas because a song can share feelings like hope and
v p y peop ' pride, so even people from different backgrounds can understand the feelings behind it.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

e ™
“It can describe hard work, love, sadness, hope, pride, or loss.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it lists what songs can describe, but it does not show why music connects people.

J
4 )
“Other times, it helps a whole community feel proud.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (music can make a whole community feel proud together), and leads to the idea that shared feeling builds belonging. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that music can bring different people together? b
~
Q “A song can tell a story in only a few minutes.”
. y,
(" )
9 “Even when listeners came from different backgrounds, they could understand the feelings behind a song.”
. y,
e )
G “Texas is a large state with many different groups of people.”
. y,
e )
Q “It can describe hard work, love, sadness, hope, pride, or loss.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that music can bring different people together? )
\
Q “A song can tell a story in only a few minutes.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes how quickly a song tells a story, not that music brings people together. J
4 N
e “Even when listeners came from different backgrounds, they could understand the feelings behind a song.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, people from different backgrounds could share the feelings in a song.
. y,
( )
G “Texas is a large state with many different groups of people.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes Texas, not how music brings its people together. )
( )
Q “It can describe hard work, love, sadness, hope, pride, or loss.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it lists what songs describe, so a reader would have to assume it shows music brings people together. )
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THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
"A Day That Changed" (Fiction)

\_ J
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h

g What is the difference between weather and climate? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time and can change quickly, while climate is the usual
weather patterns of a place over a long period of time. )
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 6 « Evidence * Module 1
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PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
show Key Knowledge. e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge |
e e A
“Weather describes the condition of the atmosphere «“By mid-morning, students were outside running
. . ” 2
at a certain time and place. races and playing games.”
g;zges g s leeet enieqitle i ks B L el e A narrative detail about the day, not a definition of weather or climate.
. - Y,
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THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“Weather describes the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time and place.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (this is the definition of weather), and leads to the idea that clear definitions help us compare ideas.

J
~
“By mid-morning, students were outside running races and playing games.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A narrative detail about the day, but it does not define weather or climate, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“It can change quickly, even within a few hours.” “Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.”

Shows a key trait of weather, it can change quickly. The narrative opening, not about weather versus climate.
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THURSDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

A CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

PROMPT (WHY L)
What is ttle dif)ference between weather and climate? Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
: and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

(~ )
“It can change quickly, even within a few hours.” @:1=5383"[»]3[e]5

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (weather changes quickly, unlike climate), and leads to the idea that one detail can capture a big difference.

J
4 )
“Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
The narrative opening, but it does not show the difference between weather and climate, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ( )
- ~ | CAN
“Weather describes the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
and place.” . J
> e N
SENTENCE STEMS
“It can change quickly, even within a few hours.”

. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

PROMPT (WHY)
What is the difference between weather and climate?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 6 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY L)
What is ttle dif)ference between weather and climate? Weather and climate are different because weather is the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time
: and can change quickly, while climate is the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“The temperature dropped, and the air felt cooler against his skin.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows the weather changing, but it does not explain the difference between weather and climate.

.

-
“describes the usual weather patterns of a place over a long period of time.” @:]Z383"[s]5[¢]5

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (this defines climate, the long-term side of the difference), and leads to the idea that climate is measured over years, not hours.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains what climate means? )
~
Q “Weather describes the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time and place.”
. y,
(" )
G “Even though today became rainy and cool, our area is still known for having mostly hot summers.”
. y,
e )
G “But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.”
. y,
e )
Q “It can change quickly, even within a few hours.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains what climate means? )
\
Q “Weather describes the condition of the atmosphere at a certain time and place.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it defines weather, not climate. J
4 N
e “Even though today became rainy and cool, our area is still known for having mostly hot summers.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, climate is the usual long-term pattern, like the area's mostly hot summers.
. y,
( )
G “But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes a single day's weather change, not climate. )
( A
Q “It can change quickly, even within a few hours.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes weather changing quickly, so a reader would have to assume it explains climate. )
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THESIS
The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business?

\

LOCATE THE PASSAGE

"Understanding the Texas Regions" (Nonfiction)

\_ J

\

THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities

that connect Texas to other places through trade. )
\

THIS WEEK'S FLOW

Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu

CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 6 « Evidence * Module 2



o <O

MONDAY - NOTICE . .
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

4 N R
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions"
show Key Knowledge. (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |

~ N [ A
“The Coastal Plains is the largest region and

“The climate has warmth and humidity, with frequent )
stretches along the Gulf of Mexico.”

rainfall.”
Describes the size and location, not why it is good for farming and

business.
\_ J L J

Names the climate that helps crops grow.
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i CHOOSE

THESIS
The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e 2
“The climate has warmth and humidity, with frequent rainfall.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the warm, wet climate helps crops), and leads to the idea that climate shapes what a region can produce.

J
~
“The Coastal Plains is the largest region and stretches along the Gulf of Mexico.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes the size and location, but it does not explain why the region is good for farming and business, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

4 N R
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions"
show Reactions. (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Reactions.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ ( )

“This makes the region well suited for farming crops “It includes flat land, many rivers, and thick forests.”

H L]
like cotton and corn. Describes the land features, not directly why it is good for farming and

The effect of the climate, the region is well suited for farming. business.

. J O\ J
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RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
thOMPIh(WgY) tal Plai d ion for f . d busi & The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
y Is the Loastal Flains a good region for farming and business: frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e 2
“This makes the region well suited for farming crops like cotton and corn.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the climate makes it good for farming), and leads to the idea that natural conditions shape a region's economy.

J
4 )
“It includes flat land, many rivers, and thick forests.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes the land features, but it does not state why the region is good for farming and business, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 | CAN )
-
L “The climate has warmth and humidity, with frequent rainfall.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( \ A
“This makes the region well suited for farming crops like cotton and SENTENCE STEMS
corn.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
Why is the Coastal Plains a good region for farming and business? The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with

frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 6 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why is th(e Co;stal Plains a good region for farming and business? The Coastal Plains is a good region for farming and business because it has warm, humid weather with
v 9 9 9 ' frequent rainfall for growing crops, and large cities that connect Texas to other places through trade.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

"~ A
“Many people live in this region because the land and water support different kinds of work.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows people live there for work, but it does not name why the region is good for farming and business.

J
4 A
“These cities help connect Texas to other places through trade, transportation, and business.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (the cities make it good for business by connecting Texas through trade), and leads to the idea that big cities help a region's economy grow. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why crops grow well in the Coastal Plains? b
~
Q “Cities such as Houston and Corpus Christi are located in the Coastal Plains.”
. y,
(" )
G “The climate has warmth and humidity, with frequent rainfall.”
. y,
e )
G “The Coastal Plains is the largest region and stretches along the Gulf of Mexico.”
. y,
e )
Q “It includes flat land, many rivers, and thick forests.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why crops grow well in the Coastal Plains? )
\
Q “Cities such as Houston and Corpus Christi are located in the Coastal Plains.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it names cities, not why crops grow well. J
4 N
e “The climate has warmth and humidity, with frequent rainfall.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the warm, humid climate with rain helps crops grow.
. y,
( )
G “The Coastal Plains is the largest region and stretches along the Gulf of Mexico.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the region's size and location, not why crops grow well. )
( A
Q “It includes flat land, many rivers, and thick forests.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes the land, so a reader would have to assume it explains why crops grow well. )
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THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
"A Day That Changed" (Fiction)
\_ J
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h
g How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because Ms. Rios explained that weather can change
quickly while the climate stays the same over time. )
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
- N\ 3

“But just before lunch, the conditions began to

change.” Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.

The narrative opening, not how he learned the lesson.
Shows the event that led to the lesson, the weather began to change.

- J J
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B oo o CHOOSE

THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e N
“But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the changing weather set up the lesson), and leads to the idea that real experiences can teach big ideas.

J
~
“Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
The narrative opening, but it does not show how Jayden learned the difference, so it does not support the thesis. )
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Sheet 27 of 36

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\
“Jayden realized that while the weather had changed
throughout the day, the climate where he lived stayed “After school, the clouds cleared, and the sun
consistent over time.” returned.”
Directly states what Jayden learned, weather changed but climate A weather detail, not the lesson Jayden learned.
stayed the same.
\_ \_ J
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THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

(~ )
“Jayden realized that while the weather had changed throughout the day, the climate where he lived stayed consistent over time.”

BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (this is exactly what Jayden learned), and leads to the idea that one day of weather does not change the climate.

J
4 )
“After school, the clouds cleared, and the sun returned.”
o C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A weather detail, but it does not show the lesson about weather and climate, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- I CAN
L “But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.” J L | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
( \ A
“Jayden realized that while the weather had changed throughout the SENTENCE STEMS
day, the climate where he lived stayed consistent over time.”
. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"A Day That Changed" (Fiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 6 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
Jayden learned that weather and climate are not the same when the sunny morning turned rainy, because
Ms. Rios explained that weather can change quickly while the climate stays the same over time.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did Jayden learn that weather and climate are not the same?

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

"~ A
“Jayden misjudged the weather and assumed the day would continue like this.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows he did not expect the change, but it does not show what he learned about weather and climate.

J
4 )
“Even though today became rainy and cool, our area is still known for having mostly hot summers.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (climate stays the same even when the weather changes), and leads to the idea that climate is the long-term pattern. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows what Jayden learned by the end of the day? b
~
Q “Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.”
. y,
(" )
G “Jayden realized that while the weather had changed throughout the day, the climate where he lived stayed consistent over time.”
. y,
e )
G “But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.”
. y,
e )
Q “It can change quickly, even within a few hours.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 6 « Evidence + ASSESSMENT



TEKS 7(C)

‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y ‘

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best shows what Jayden learned by the end of the day? )
\
Q “Jayden woke up early, excited for field day.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is the opening of the story, not what Jayden learned. J
~ ™
e “Jayden realized that while the weather had changed throughout the day, the climate where he lived stayed consistent over time.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, Jayden learned that weather changes but climate stays the same.
\ J
( )
G “But just before lunch, the conditions began to change.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes an event during the day, not the lesson Jayden learned by the end. )
( )
Q “It can change quickly, even within a few hours.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is a fact about weather, so a reader would have to assume it shows what Jayden learned. )
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THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

\

LOCATE THE PASSAGE

"Understanding the Texas Regions" (Nonfiction)

\_ J

\

THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate, and resources, so people often choose where to

live based on what the land around them can provide. )
\

THIS WEEK'S FLOW

Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu

CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

4 N R
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions"
show Key Knowledge. (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |

r N R
“These differences are important because people
often choose where to live based on the land, “A region is an area that has certain features in
climate, and resources around them.” common.”
States the reason, people choose where to live based on land, climate, A definition, not why people live and work differently.
and resources.
\ J J
o
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THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“These differences are important because people often choose where to live based on the land, climate, and resources around them.”

BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (people choose based on land, climate, and resources), and leads to the idea that geography shapes people's choices.

J
~
“A region is an area that has certain features in common.”
o C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A definition of a region, but it does not explain why people live and work differently, so it does not support the thesis. )
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EVIDENCE : TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

4 N R
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions"
show Actions. (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.

\§ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
e N [ \

“Texas is a very large state, and its land varies from

“Other communities grew because people could raise
one area to another.”

cattle, ship goods, drill for oil, or mine minerals.”
Background about the state's size, not the reason people live and work

differently.
\_ J J

Shows how different kinds of work grew in different places.
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A CHOOSE

THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

e )
“Other communities grew because people could raise cattle, ship goods, drill for oil, or mine minerals.” @:1=F383"[]5 ¢

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (different resources led to different work), and leads to the idea that the land shapes how communities make a living.

J
~
“Texas is a very large state, and its land varies from one area to another.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Background about the state's size, but it does not explain why people live and work differently, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
- ~ I CAN
“These differences are important because people often choose where | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
to live based on the land, climate, and resources around them.” o /
\. y,
( )
- ~N SENTENCE STEMS
“Other communities grew because people could raise cattle, ship
goods, drill for oil, or mine minerals.” ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
\_ V,
( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

PROMPT (WHY)
Why do people live and work differently in different parts of Texas?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"Understanding the Texas Regions" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 6 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
Why do (eo I; live and work differently in different parts of Texas? People live and work differently in different parts of Texas because each region has its own land, climate,
y do peop y P ' and resources, so people often choose where to live based on what the land around them can provide.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“Geography affects daily life in many ways.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it introduces the idea, but it does not explain why people live and work differently.

.

-
“Some communities grew because the land was good for farming.” @:13583"s]= (e}

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (good farmland shaped where farming communities grew), and leads to the idea that resources decide the kind of work a place supports.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why life is not the same in every part of Texas? b
N
Q “A region is an area that has certain features in common.”
. J
4 )
G “These differences are important because people often choose where to live based on the land, climate, and resources around them.”
. J
e )
G “Texas is a very large state, and its land varies from one area to another.”
. J
e )
Q “Geography affects daily life in many ways.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best explains why life is not the same in every part of Texas? )
\
Q “A region is an area that has certain features in common.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it defines a region, not why life differs across Texas. y
~ ™
e “These differences are important because people often choose where to live based on the land, climate, and resources around them.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, people choose where to live based on the land, climate, and resources, so life differs.
\ J
4 A
G “Texas is a very large state, and its land varies from one area to another.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the size and variety, not why people live differently. )
( A
Q “Geography affects daily life in many ways.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is a general statement, so a reader would have to assume it explains why life is not the same everywhere. )
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How d ( th ) m show that roads do more than mov ds? The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
ow does the poem sho atroads do more tha ove goods: meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different
pathways meet.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ p
“New thoughts can travel with our feet.” “Along the rivers, canoes glide,”
Shows roads carry ideas, not just goods. Describes travel, but not that roads do more than move goods.
- J v,
®
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THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e 2
“New thoughts can travel with our feet.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (roads carry ideas, not only goods), and leads to the idea that meeting people can spread new thinking.

J
~
“Along the rivers, canoes glide,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes travel along the river, but it does not show that roads do more than move goods, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )
4 4 N\

“And friendships grow because they cared.”

Shows an effect beyond goods, friendships grow when people meet.

“They carry salt and precious gold,”

About carrying goods, the ordinary use of a road, not something more.

The Writing Academy®, LLC

Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC

Grade 4 -« Cluster 7 « Evidence « WEDNESDAY



THURSDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

A CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e \
“And friendships grow because they cared.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (roads help people build friendships, not just trade goods), and leads to the idea that connection matters as much as trade.

J
4 )
“They carry salt and precious gold,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
About carrying goods, the ordinary use of a road, so it does not show the something more the poem means and does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 7 + Evidence - THURSDAY



TEKS 7(C ———
A® T aunoereno OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ~ N\
I CAN
( “New thoughts can travel with our feet.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
(11 H H 7 ( \
And friendships grow because they cared. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that roads do more than move goods?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 7 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How d ( th ) m show that roads do more than mov ds? The poem shows that roads do more than move goods because they also carry ideas and help people
ow does the poem sho atroads do more tha ove goods: meet, so new thoughts can travel when two different pathways meet.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

~
“With food and pottery tucked inside.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows what the canoes carry, but that is goods, not the something more the poem means.

.

( )
“And news of places yet untold.” @:1=502% ]3]
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (roads also carry news and ideas, not only goods), and leads to the idea that travel spreads knowledge.
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that roads carry more than just goods? B
~
Q “They carry salt and precious gold,”
. y,
(" )
G “New thoughts can travel with our feet.”
. y,
e )
G “Along the rivers, canoes glide,”
. y,
e )
Q “A road is more than dirt or stone;”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that roads carry more than just goods? )
\
Q “They carry salt and precious gold,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it names goods being carried, not something more than goods. J
4 )
e “New thoughts can travel with our feet.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, roads carry new thoughts and ideas, not only goods.
\. J
( )
G “Along the rivers, canoes glide,”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes travel, not what more the roads carry. )
( )
Q “A road is more than dirt or stone;”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it says a road is more than its material, so a reader would have to assume it means roads carry ideas. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How does the poem show that ideas can last through time? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so good ideas can still remain even when years pass
and times change.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
- N\ 2

“New hands can carry what is old.” “A'song Isisung, aistory told;=

Describes telling a song or story in the moment, not lasting through

Shows people pass old ideas on to new hands. time

- J J
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

4 )

“New hands can carry what is old.” @:1=583" 115 (e

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (new people carry old ideas forward), and leads to the idea that each generation keeps ideas alive.

J
~
“A song is sung, a story told;”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes telling a song or story in the moment, but it does not show that ideas last through time, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“Can still make modern viewers ask why.” “A rule is written, strong and clear,”

Shows an old work still affects people today. Describes a rule being written, not that ideas last through time.
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PROMPT (WHY Uil
How doe(s the) oem show that ideas can last through time? The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
P 9 : good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

4 A
“Can still make modern viewers ask why.” @:]=5383%[s]5[¢]=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (an old work still makes people today think), and leads to the idea that good ideas keep their power over time.

J
4 )
“A rule is written, strong and clear,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes a rule being written, but it does not show that ideas last through time, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ~ )
I CAN
( “New hands can carry what is old.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
J
11 H H ” ( \
Can still make modern viewers ask why. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that ideas can last through time?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 7 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY Uil
How doe(s the) oem show that ideas can last through time? The poem shows that ideas can last through time because people pass on rules, stories, and lessons, so
P 9 : good ideas can still remain even when years pass and times change.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“A Texas song can carry pride,” b

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it shows a song carrying pride, but on its own it does not show that ideas last through many years. )
4 )

“Its meaning travels year to year.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (a rule's meaning travels from year to year), and leads to the idea that an idea can outlast the moment it began. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that ideas can last through many years? b
~
Q “A song is sung, a story told;”
. y,
(" )
G “Its meaning travels year to year.”
. y,
e )
G “Children watched, then learned to do”
. y,
e )
Q “One generation starts a flame;”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that ideas can last through many years? )
\
Q “A song is sung, a story told;”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it describes telling a song or story, not lasting through many years. J
4 )
e “Its meaning travels year to year.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, the idea's meaning travels from year to year through time.
\. J
( )
G “Children watched, then learned to do”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes one moment of learning, not lasting through many years. )
( )
Q “One generation starts a flame;”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is a metaphor about starting, so a reader would have to assume it shows ideas last through many years. )
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
g How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar
might carry home ideas.

J
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /O J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ p
“Then leave with knowledge someone shared.” “Camels carried precious gold,”
Shows a merchant leaving with knowledge, not just goods. About carrying goods, not spreading knowledge.
- J v,
®
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

(~ )
“Then leave with knowledge someone shared.” @:1=538a" (/3 [e]5

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (@ merchant left with knowledge, not only goods), and leads to the idea that trade also traded ideas.

J
~
“Camels carried precious gold,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
About carrying goods across the desert, but it does not show ideas or knowledge spreading, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“Then carry home ideas in turn.” “And blocks of salt were bought and sold.”

Shows a scholar carrying ideas home from the trade routes. About buying and selling goods, not spreading ideas.
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces
4 )

“Then carry home ideas in turn.” @158 015 e]=

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (a scholar carried ideas home), and leads to the idea that learning traveled the same routes as goods.

J
4 )
“And blocks of salt were bought and sold.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
About buying and selling goods, but it does not show ideas spreading, so it does not support the thesis. )
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
| CAN
( “Then leave with knowledge someone shared.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
J
13 1 1 ” ( \
Then carry home ideas in turn. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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THESIS
Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

PROMPT (WHY)
How did trade routes help ideas and knowledge spread?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Roads Between Us" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 7 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How did ir d )r tes helo id nd knowled read? Trade routes helped ideas and knowledge spread because travelers carried more than goods, so a
o ade routes help Ideas a owledge spread: merchant might leave with new knowledge and a scholar might carry home ideas.

Answer Key, One Strong Model
Model TRACKS category:

“The roads helped Mali's cities grow,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows roads helped cities grow, but it does not show ideas and knowledge spreading.

.

4 N
“Could meet wherever books were brought.” @:1=503"]=[e3

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (trade and thought met where books were brought), and leads to the idea that places of trade became places of learning.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 7 - Evidence - ANSWER KEY



TEKS 7(C)

. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that knowledge traveled along the trade routes? b
N
Q “Camels carried precious gold,”
. J
4 )
9 “Then leave with knowledge someone shared.”
. J
e )
G “They crossed the plains and followed streams,”
. J
e )
Q “In Timbuktu, both trade and thought”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that knowledge traveled along the trade routes? )
\
Q “Camels carried precious gold,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it names goods being carried, not knowledge traveling. J
4 )
e “Then leave with knowledge someone shared.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, a traveler left the trade route carrying new knowledge.
\. J
( )
G “They crossed the plains and followed streams,”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes travel, not knowledge spreading. )
( )
Q “In Timbuktu, both trade and thought”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it only names trade and thought together, so a reader would have to assume it shows knowledge traveled the routes. )
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THESIS
The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that the idea of fair laws grew over time?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
g How does the poem show that the idea of fair laws grew over time? b
\

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA)

The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question about a ruler's power, and later governments came to
say that leaders must obey the law.

J
THIS WEEK'S FLOW E
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 7 « Evidence * Module 4
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THESIS
The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that the idea of fair laws grew over time?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
show Actions. « Underline TWO places that show Actions.
e Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 N\ p
“A question: Where should power end?” “At Runnymede, in long-past days,”
Shows the Magna Carta began a question about a ruler's power. Sets when and where it began, but not how the idea grew.
- J J
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THESIS
The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that the idea of fair laws grew over time?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Monday's two pieces

e N
“A question: Where should power end?”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (the Magna Carta began a question about power), and leads to the idea that big changes can start with one question.

J
~
“At Runnymede, in long-past days,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Sets the time and place, but it does not show how the idea grew over time, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 7 « Evidence - TUESDAY



‘ TEKS 7(C) Sheet 32 of 36
WEDNESDAY - NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does the poem show that the idea of fair laws grew over time?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( N\ )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
show Reactions. » Underline TWO places that show Reactions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ [ )

“That leaders must obey the law each day.” “It did not give all people rights;”

Shows the idea grew into what later governments said. Describes a limit of the Magna Carta, not how the idea grew.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 7 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY
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PROMPT (WHY L Sl
How doe(s the) oem show that the idea of fair laws arew over time? The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
P 9 : about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e N
“That leaders must obey the law each day.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (later governments said leaders must obey the law), and leads to the idea that a small beginning can become a lasting rule.

J
4 )
“It did not give all people rights;”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Describes a limit of the Magna Carta, but it does not show how the idea grew over time, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY L Sl
How doe(s the) oem show that the idea of fair laws arew over time? The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
P 9 : about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE ~ N\
I CAN
( “A question: Where should power end?” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
£ ” ( ~\
That leaders must obey the law each day. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
How does the posm show that the idea of fair laws grew over time? The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question

about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
e Reread “"What We Carry Forward" (Poetry).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 7 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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PROMPT (WHY L Sl
How doe(s the) oem show that the idea of fair laws arew over time? The poem shows that the idea of fair laws grew over time because the Magna Carta began a question
P 9 : about a ruler's power, and later governments came to say that leaders must obey the law.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

e ™
“People challenged a ruler's ways.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows people challenged the ruler, but it does not show the idea growing over time.

J
4 )
“That thought kept traveling through the years,”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (the thought kept traveling through the years), and leads to the idea that a strong idea keeps spreading long after it begins. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
g Which line from the poem best shows that the idea from the Magna Carta continued to grow? b
N
Q “At Runnymede, in long-past days,”
. J
4 )
G “An early thought may still expand”
. J
e )
G “People challenged a ruler's ways.”
. J
e )
Q “It did not end all unfair fights.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which line from the poem best shows that the idea from the Magna Carta continued to grow? )
\
Q “At Runnymede, in long-past days,”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it sets when and where the idea began, not that it continued to grow. J
4 )
e “An early thought may still expand”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, an early thought can still expand and grow over time.
. J
( )
G “People challenged a ruler's ways.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it describes the first event, not the idea's continued growth. )
( )
Q “It did not end all unfair fights.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it describes a limit of the Magna Carta, so a reader would have to assume it shows the idea grew. )
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PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How d ( ) rachy affect the w iety develops? Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
20 el ek i 2 e e i iy e it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"What Shapes a Society? Place, Resources, and Connection" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)

g How does geography affect the way a society develops? b
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so it can influence the food people grow, the homes
they build, and the work they do. )

\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * Module 1
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PROMPT (WHY)
How does geography affect the way a society develops?

THESIS
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Place, Resources, and
show Key Knowledge. Connection" (Nonfiction).”
e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |
4 4 )

“However, geography can create opportunities and
challenges that influence how a society develops.”

States the main idea, geography influences how a society develops.

\_

“Every society begins somewhere.”

A general opening statement, not how geography affects
development.

\_ J
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THESIS
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does geography affect the way a society develops?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“However, geography can create opportunities and challenges that influence how a society develops.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (geography shapes how a society develops), and leads to the idea that the land can open or limit a community's choices.

J
~
“Every society begins somewhere.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A general opening statement, but it does not show how geography affects development, so it does not support the thesis. )
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PROMPT (WHY)
How does geography affect the way a society develops?

THESIS
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

( ( )
I CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Place, Resources, and
show Actions. Connection" (Nonfiction).”
e Underline TWO places that show Actions.
» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ \_ J
Today's TRACKS category:
4 4 )

“The location of a society can affect the food people
grow, the homes they build, the work they do, the
resources they use, and the ways they travel.”

Lists what a society's location can affect.

\_

“Geography describes more than where a place is
located on a map.”

Defines geography, not how it affects a society's development.

\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC
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PROMPT (WHY)
How does geography affect the way a society develops?

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective
Grading Wednesday's two pieces

-

“The location of a society can affect the food people grow, the homes they build, the work they do, the resources they use, and the ways they

travel.” BEST EVIDENCE

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (location affects food, homes, and work), and leads to the idea that daily life grows out of the land around people.

“Geography describes more than where a place is located on a map.”
o C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Defines geography, but it does not show how geography affects a society's development, so it does not support the thesis.
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THESIS
Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

PROMPT (WHY)
How does geography affect the way a society develops?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
p N I CAN
“However, geography can create opportunities and challenges that | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
influence how a society develops.” \- J
\ J
( )
- ~ SENTENCE STEMS
“The location of a society can affect the food people grow, the homes : -
they build, the work they do, the resources they use, and the ways ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )
they travel.”
\. J ( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )
( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
g J
\

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o
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PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
How does geography affect the way a society develops? Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so

it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Place, Resources, and Connection" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 8 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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THESIS
:IROMdPT 11 0) hy affect th iety devel ) Geography affects the way a society develops because the land creates opportunities and challenges, so
20 el ek i 2 e e i iy e it can influence the food people grow, the homes they build, and the work they do.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“The land around them does not decide everything that will happen.” b

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it notes the land does not decide everything, but it does not show how geography affects development. )
4 )

“Different environments provide different possibilities.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (different environments create different possibilities for a society), and leads to the idea that a place shapes what a society can do. )
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the land offers different resources in different places? b
N
Q “Every society begins somewhere.”
. J
4 )
G “Coastal areas can provide fish and places for ships to travel.”
. J
e )
G “Geography describes more than where a place is located on a map.”
. J
e )
Q “The land around them does not decide everything that will happen.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that the land offers different resources in different places? )
\
Q “Every society begins somewhere.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is a general statement, not about different resources in different places. J
4 )
e “Coastal areas can provide fish and places for ships to travel.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, a coastal place offers resources that other places do not.
. J
( )
G “Geography describes more than where a place is located on a map.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it defines geography, not the different resources places offer. )
( )
Q “The land around them does not decide everything that will happen.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about the land not deciding everything, so a reader would have to assume it shows different places offer different resources. )
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THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"What Shapes a Society? Ideas, Choices, and Culture" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

\_ J
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) R
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography, so a new idea about government can influence
people centuries later.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * Module 2
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MONDAY - NOTICE . .
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

s N N
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Ideas, Choices, and
show Key Knowledge. Culture" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |

r N [ R
“Yet ideas, decisions, beliefs, laws, art, music, and

leadership can change societies just as powerfully as
geography.”

States the main idea, ideas can change societies as powerfully as
geography.

“l|deas do not have mountains.”

A figurative statement, not how ideas change a society.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 * Evidence + MONDAY



TUESDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

B oeon o CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“Yet ideas, decisions, beliefs, laws, art, music, and leadership can change societies just as powerfully as geography.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (ideas can change societies as powerfully as geography), and leads to the idea that what people think can shape the world.

J
~
“ldeas do not have mountains.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A figurative statement comparing ideas to land, but it does not show how ideas change a society, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 8 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

s N N
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that * Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Ideas, Choices, and
show Reactions. Culture" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Reactions.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

f N\ ™
“A new idea about government can influence people “The Magna Carta did not create modern
centuries later.” democracy.”
Shows an effect, an idea can influence people for centuries. States a limit of the Magna Carta, not how ideas change a society.
. J \C Y,
®

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY



THURSDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

B oo CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

PROMPT (WHY) THESIS
How can ideas change a society? Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
9 : so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e )
“A new idea about government can influence people centuries later.” @:{=383/s]=\[e73

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (an idea can influence people for centuries), and leads to the idea that a single idea can outlast its own time.

J
4 )
“The Magna Carta did not create modern democracy.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
States a limit of the Magna Carta, but it does not show how ideas change a society, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - THURSDAY



TEKS 7(C)

A ® :pnvown s DEFEND OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE 4 )
I CAN
e ] __ ] ] _ )
“Yet ideas, decisions, beliefs, laws, art, music, and leadership can | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem.
change societies just as powerfully as geography.” \- J
B e ™
SENTENCE STEMS
“A new idea about government can influence people centuries later.”

. J ( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence « FRIDAY
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‘ Y R T R N Sheet 34 of 36
INDEPENDENT PRACTICE

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10

THESIS
Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

PROMPT (WHY)
How can ideas change a society?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"What Shapes a Society? Ideas, Choices, and Culture" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 8 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 8 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE



TEKS 7(C)
‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

THESIS
ERSVMPL(;ZHY) han iety? Ideas can change a society because ideas, decisions, beliefs, and laws can be as powerful as geography,
o L e e [ el so a new idea about government can influence people centuries later.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

-

“A song can preserve a culture.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows one thing ideas and art can do, but on its own it does not fully show how ideas change a society.

\_

-

“Ildeas about rule of law, fair legal processes, and limits on government eventually influenced later political systems.” @:3583"%[]=e15
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (ideas about law eventually shaped later political systems), and leads to the idea that ideas can build the rules a society lives by.

The Writing Academy®, LLC

Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * ANSWER KEY



TEKS 7(C)

. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that ideas can be as powerful as geography? b
N
Q “Ildeas do not have mountains.”
. J
4 )
G “Yet ideas, decisions, beliefs, laws, art, music, and leadership can change societies just as powerfully as geography.”
. J
e )
G “The Magna Carta did not create modern democracy.”
. J
e )
Q “A song can preserve a culture.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence + ASSESSMENT



TEKS 7(C)

‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y (

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that ideas can be as powerful as geography? )
\
Q “|deas do not have mountains.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is a figurative contrast, not proof that ideas are as powerful as geography. J
4 )
e “Yet ideas, decisions, beliefs, laws, art, music, and leadership can change societies just as powerfully as geography.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, ideas can change societies just as powerfully as geography.
. J
( )
G “The Magna Carta did not create modern democracy.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it states a limit of one idea, not the power of ideas in general. )
( )
Q “A song can preserve a culture.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is one example, so a reader would have to assume it shows ideas are as powerful as geography. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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‘ EVIDENCE IgEC)K EVI D E N C E

Grade 4 - Cluster 8 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How do rgistor)ians learn about the past? Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
past: tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

\
LOCATE THE PASSAGE
"The Evidence Room: What Did They Leave Behind?" (Nonfiction)
\_ J
\
THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

\_ J
THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of
evidence together.

_J
\
THIS WEEK'S FLOW
Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu
CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * Module 3



TEKS 7(C)
‘ MONDAY - NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

s N N
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Evidence Room: What Did They Leave
show Key Knowledge. Behind?" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |

( N\ ( )

“Instead, they study evidence.” “Historians cannot travel back in time.”

Names how historians learn about the past, they study evidence. States the problem historians face, not how they learn.

\_ AN J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 * Evidence + MONDAY
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. H E Sheet 35 of 36
TUESDAY - CHOOSE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e N
“Instead, they study evidence.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (historians study evidence to learn the past), and leads to the idea that the past leaves clues we can read.

J
~
“Historians cannot travel back in time.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
States the problem historians face, but it does not show how they learn, so it does not support the thesis on its own. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 8 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

s N N
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that  Reread “"The Evidence Room: What Did They Leave
show Reactions. Behind?" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Reactions.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

4 N\ ( )

“The pottery can provide evidence that Caddo people

One source rarely tells the whole story. developed skilled forms of art and craftsmanship.”

Explains why historians need many sources, one is not enough. _ _ _
One artifact example, not the point about needing many sources.

. J O\ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY



THURSDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

B oo CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How do lgistor)ians learn about the past? Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
past: tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two [ R, Reactions ) pieces

e ™
“One source rarely tells the whole story.” @:1=505"s]5 (615

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (one source is not enough), and leads to the idea that a fuller picture needs many kinds of evidence.

J
4 )
“The pottery can provide evidence that Caddo people developed skilled forms of art and craftsmanship.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
One artifact example, but it does not show the point about needing many sources, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - THURSDAY
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A® T aunoereno OWN + DEFEND

EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e L oAN )

( “Instead, they study evidence.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )

€6 ” ( N\
One source rarely tells the whole story. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence « FRIDAY
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE LB DEsce SR o eril

THESIS
Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

PROMPT (WHY)
How do historians learn about the past?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Evidence Room: What Did They Leave Behind?" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 8 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 * Cluster 8 * Evidence « INDEPENDENT PRACTICE



TEKS 7(C)
‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY THESIS
How do lgistor)ians learn about the past? Historians learn about the past by studying evidence like artifacts and documents, but one source rarely
past: tells the whole story, so they need many kinds of evidence together.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( R, Reactions )

-

“Each piece of evidence can reveal something about the past.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
True, and it shows evidence reveals the past, but it does not show why historians need many kinds of evidence.

\_

-

“Researchers need other evidence, including historical records, archaeological findings, and information from Caddo people.” @:1ZF383" =[S
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly and supports the thesis (they need many kinds of evidence together), and leads to the idea that combining sources gives a fuller picture.

The Writing Academy®, LLC

Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * ANSWER KEY



TEKS 7(C)

. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 9 of 10

Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that one artifact is not enough to understand the past? b
~
Q “Instead, they study evidence.”
. y,
(" )
G “The bowl cannot explain every part of Caddo culture.”
. y,
e )
G “Historians cannot travel back in time.”
. y,
e )
Q “Each piece of evidence can reveal something about the past.”
\_ Wy,
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence + ASSESSMENT



TEKS 7(C)

‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y (

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 10 of 10

Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that one artifact is not enough to understand the past? )
\
Q “Instead, they study evidence.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it says historians study evidence, not that one artifact is not enough. J
4 )
e “The bowl cannot explain every part of Caddo culture.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, one artifact cannot explain the whole culture.
. J
( )
G “Historians cannot travel back in time.”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it states the problem historians face, not that one artifact is not enough. )
( )
Q “Each piece of evidence can reveal something about the past.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is about what evidence can reveal, so a reader would have to assume it shows one artifact is not enough. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * ASSESSMENT KEY
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‘ EVIDENCE DECK EVI D E N C E

Grade 4 - Cluster 8 Collecting & Using Text Evidence - Slide 1 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

LOCATE THE PASSAGE h
. "The Change Atlas: Five Forces That Shape a Society" (Nonfiction) )

THIS WEEK'S PROMPT (WHY) h
g What are some of the forces that can change a society? b

THIS WEEK'S THESIS STATEMENT (CENTRAL IDEA) b

A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and powerful ideas can all shape how a community

grows and changes.

_J

THIS WEEK'S FLOW E

Mon NOTICE, collect 2 pieces of evidence - Tue CHOOSE, CSl-grade Monday's evidence + Wed NOTICE, collect 2 more (new TRACKS category) « Thu

CHOOSE, CSl-grade Wednesday's evidence * Fri OWN + DEFEND, reflect on the two winners. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence * Module 4
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MONDAY - NOTICE . .
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 2 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

e N A
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that e Reread “"The Change Atlas: Five Forces That Shape a
show Key Knowledge. Society" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key knowledge |

( N\ ( )

“Sometimes resources create opportunities.” “Welcome to The Change Atlas!”

Names one force that can change a society, resources. A greeting that opens the passage, not a force that changes a society.

\- J J

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 * Evidence + MONDAY



TUESDAY - CHOOSE
EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

B oo o CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 3 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Monday's two ( K, Key Knowledge J pieces

e )
“Sometimes resources create opportunities.” @:=58:%]]5 (el

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (resources are one force of change), and leads to the idea that what a place has can shape its future.

J
~
“Welcome to The Change Atlas!”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
o I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A greeting that opens the passage, but it does not name a force that changes a society, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 + Cluster 8 « Evidence - TUESDAY
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WEDNESDAY - NOTICE . .
EVIDENCE : TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 4 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Collect the Evidence (7Ci), TRACKS

e N A
| CAN DIRECTIONS
| can find two pieces of evidence in the passage that e Reread “"The Change Atlas: Five Forces That Shape a
show Key Knowledge. Society" (Nonfiction).”

e Underline TWO places that show Key Knowledge.

» Copy each piece of evidence word-for-word.
\_ /L J

Today's TRACKS category: ( K, key Knowledge |

( N\ ( )

“Sometimes a powerful idea changes the way people
think.”

Names another force, a powerful idea.
\_ J _J

“Mali was known for its gold.”

A specific fact about Mali, not a general force that changes a society.

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - WEDNESDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI

B cron o CHOOSE

RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 5 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Choose the Best Evidence (7Cii), CSl: Be the Detective

Grading Wednesday's two ( K, Key Knowledge ) pieces

e 2
“Sometimes a powerful idea changes the way people think.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
Connects directly to the prompt, supports the thesis (ideas are one force of change), and leads to the idea that thoughts can be as strong as any resource.

J
~
“Mali was known for its gold.”
0 C, Connects directly to the prompt
0 S, Supports the thesis statement
0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)
A specific fact about Mali, but it does not name a general force that changes a society, so it does not support the thesis. )

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 + Evidence - THURSDAY
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EVIDENCE - TRACKS + CSI RPLD Evidence Deck ° Slide 6 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Reflect: Why These Two Pieces Matter

OUR TWO BEST PIECES OF EVIDENCE e )
| CAN
( “Sometimes resources create opportunities.” ) | can reflect on why my best evidence matters, using a sentence stem. )
11 1 H 1 L ( \
Sometimes a powerful idea changes the way people think. SENTENCE STEMS

( This matters because... ) ( To me, this means... )

( This shows us that... ) ( This is important because... )

( This teaches us that... ) ( Ultimately, everyone can see that... )
\_ J

DIRECTIONS
Pick ONE stem for each best piece of evidence and finish the sentence to explain why it matters to our thesis.

A o

The Writing Academy®, LLC Copyright © The Writing Academy® LLC Grade 4 - Cluster 8 « Evidence « FRIDAY
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EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 7 of 10

THESIS
A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

PROMPT (WHY)
What are some of the forces that can change a society?

Your Turn, Find and Score Your Own Evidence

\
I CAN
| can independently collect evidence with TRACKS and choose my best evidence with CSI. )
\
DIRECTIONS
* Reread “"The Change Atlas: Five Forces That Shape a Society" (Nonfiction).”
e Choose a TRACKS category we have NOT used yet this week (Reactions, Scenery, or Character/Concept).
e Collect TWO pieces of evidence on your Student Tracking Sheet.
e Grade both pieces with CSI (Connects, Supports, Ideas). Circle your BEST evidence.
\_ J/
\
STUDENT TRACKING SHEET
Use your Cluster 8 Evidence Tracking Sheet to record your TRACKS evidence and CSlI scores for this passage. Your teacher will check your BEST evidence
and your reasoning.
\_ J
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‘ MODEL ANSWER FOR YOUR TURN A N SW E R K EY

EVIDENCE - INDEPENDENT PRACTICE RPLD Evidence Deck - Slide 8 of 10

PROMPT (WHY L1
What are(somZe of the forces that can change a society? A society can change because of several forces, since where people live, the resources they have, and
9 : powerful ideas can all shape how a community grows and changes.

Answer Key, One Strong Model

Model TRACKS category: ( K, Key Knowledge J

“Because no place had everything people wanted or needed, merchants traveled long distances to trade.” b

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

True, and it explains trade in Mali, but it is one example, not a general force that changes a society. )
4 )

“Sometimes where people live makes a difference.”

0 C, Connects directly to the prompt

o S, Supports the thesis statement

0 I, Leads to Ideas / Inference (not a dead end)

Connects directly and supports the thesis (place is one of the forces that shape a society), and leads to the idea that geography is a starting point for change. )
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. PROVE IT
COMPREHENSION QUESTION
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Comprehension Question, Prove It

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that a society can change in more than one way? b
N
Q “Mali was known for its gold.”
. J
4 )
9 “And sometimes individual people help change a community or culture.”
. J
e )
G “Welcome to The Change Atlas!”
. J
e )
Q “Trade routes crossed the Sahara Desert and connected the kingdom of Mali with distant communities.”
\_ J
( Choose ONE sentence that proves the exact claim, not just a sentence that is true. )
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‘ COMPREHENSION QUESTION KEY A N SW E R =+ W H Y (
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Answer + Why, Correct Answer: B

\
QUESTION
Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that a society can change in more than one way? )
( )
Q “Mali was known for its gold.”
TRUE BUT WRONG
L True, but it is a single fact about Mali, not about the many ways a society can change. J
4 )
e “And sometimes individual people help change a community or culture.”
CORRECT, PROVES THE EXACT CLAIM
This proves the exact claim, it names another force, showing a society can change in more than one way.
. J
( )
G “Welcome to The Change Atlas!”
WRONG TIMELINE POINT
L True, but it is only a greeting, not about the ways a society changes. )
( )
Q “Trade routes crossed the Sahara Desert and connected the kingdom of Mali with distant communities.”
PLAUSIBLE BUT REQUIRES AN ASSUMPTION
L True, but it is one example of connection, so a reader would have to assume it shows a society can change in more than one way. )
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