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Revising
Third Grade

Teaching students to make a good draft stronger. The four revising moves, add,
rearrange, delete, and exchange, that turn a rough idea into a sharper sentence, one
week at a time.

TEKS 11C Revise drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice, one revising move at a time,
all across the year.

36
WEEKS PER GRADE

3
THE TRIPLET: DECK, SCRIPT,
TRACKING

4
REVISING MOVES

$29
FULL TRIPLET, ALL 36 WEEKS
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Where this fits: the TREES writing journey
The heart of a written response is TREES. Once a reason and evidence are on the page, Revising is the step that makes the
writing itself stronger, before Editing makes it correct.

T
Thesis

R
Reason or Way

E
Evidence

E
Explanation

S
Significance

YOU ARE HERE IN THE WRITING JOURNEY

Writing Thesis Introductions Reason or Way Evidence Explanation Revising (you are here)

Transitions Editing Significance Conclusions Argumentative

OUR PURPOSE

To make revising, the strengthening step before editing, teachable, repeatable, and doable for every student, and to
give teachers a ready path to get them there.

What it is, and why it matters
Students often think revising means fixing mistakes, but that is editing. Revising happens first, and it makes the writing itself
better. The Revising triplet walks students through four concrete moves, using real cluster passages as the evidence for every
change.

Add a detail or a reason Rearrange ideas for clarity

Delete unnecessary words Exchange broad words for precise ones

Each week's revising move is grounded in an exact sentence pulled from that week's cluster passage, so students see the strengthening happen in
real text, not an isolated worksheet.

The big question

OVERARCHING QUESTION

How does a student make a good draft stronger before it
is correct?

THE ANSWER

A student strengthens a draft by using one revising move
at a time, adding, rearranging, deleting, or exchanging
words, always checked against evidence from the
passage.
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Benefits

For teachers
A ready to teach five minute bell ringer for every week,
no prep.

Scripted teacher versions, so you never have to be the
writing expert.

Built on the exact skill the state writing rubric rewards.

A tracking sheet that shows growth across the thinking
levels.

Fits any curriculum, it slots beside whatever your district
adopted.

For students
A clear, repeatable way to make writing stronger, not a
guess.

Four concrete revising moves, add, rearrange, delete,
and exchange.

One move at a time, so revising never feels
overwhelming.

Practice that climbs from noticing to defending their
own revision.

Confidence that their writing is stronger before it is even
edited.

The triplet, and what it costs

Student Slide Deck
A 10 slide bell ringer that teaches one
revising move across the thinking levels,
with a real cluster passage.

Teacher Script
The same deck with a word for word
SAY and DO script, so any teacher can
lead it with confidence.

Tracking Sheet
A student record that captures thinking
at each level and a short written
response of their own.

$29
for the full 36 week triplet, all three pieces

About 5 minutes a day
25 minutes a week, a true bell ringer that fits any schedule

"The goal is not to label the learner. The goal is to locate the learning."
RANDI WHITNEY
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The standards it teaches
11(C): revise drafts to improve sentence structure and word choice. The triplet covers all four revising moves across the year,
adding ideas, rearranging ideas, deleting unnecessary words or ideas, and exchanging broad words for precise words.

11(C)(i), the first move: revise drafts to improve sentence structure by adding ideas.

Student learning objective

Students will revise a draft using one revising move at a time, add, rearrange, delete, or exchange, so their writing grows stronger
before it is edited.

I will statements

Every week walks the full range (RPLDs)
Each triplet moves students up the Range Performance Level Descriptors across the week, so they are not just practicing,
they are climbing from the foundational level all the way to reflective, highly independent thinking.

NOTICE
Foundational
I recognize it.

CHOOSE
Emergent

I can do it with support.

SHOW
Visible

I can show my thinking.

OWN
Independent

I can do it myself.

DEFEND
Reflective

I can defend and transfer it.

The same five step climb repeats every week, so students always know where they are and what a stronger answer looks like
next.

"We should not continually replace the ladder. We should help students climb higher on the same
one."

RANDI WHITNEY

I will notice where a sentence could be stronger.
I will choose the change that best strengthens the sentence.
I will use one revising move at a time, not all at once.
I will explain why my revision makes the writing stronger.
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Real assessment practice, every week

Show What You Know • a test style revising question, TEKS 11C(i)

Read this sentence from a student's draft. (3) Emsy she picked up the shell carefully.

What is the best way to revise sentence 3?

A. Emsy picked up the shell carefully. ✓ removes the repeated subject

B. Emsy she picked up the shell carefully.

C. She Emsy picked up the shell carefully.

D. Picked up the shell carefully Emsy.

Every wrong choice is a revising trap, the exact kind of sentence the state test uses, so students learn to hear what still sounds unstrengthened.

A peek at a slide

Week 1 for 3rd grade, revising by adding an idea, with TEKS 11C right on the slide.

Randi Whitney and her expert ECR team train teachers on every part of the ECR.

Ask about professional development from The Writing Academy®, LLC.
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See exactly what teachers hold
Every triplet comes fully scripted and ready to track. Here is a real page so you can see the support built into each one.

What you are looking at

The SAY and DO script (left): word for word
teacher talk in quotes, plus quiet teacher directions
and an answer key, timed at about five minutes.

The coaching column (right): a Check for
Understanding, the Common Misconception to
watch for, a likely student question, RPLD advice,
and how to raise the thinking one level.

The result: any teacher, new or veteran, can lead a
strong lesson with zero prep.

A scripted page: the slide on top, the teacher script and coaching below.
Format shown from our Revising triplet; every triplet, including Revising, is built the same way.

WHAT TEACHERS ARE SAYING

"I have never had my kids be this excited about writing all my teaching career!"
Third grade teacher, Hays ISD

"It was so much fun being able to look forward to our scores instead of dreading them! The first year we earned an A, I
wondered how we would show growth, but now we are in the second year of being an A campus, and those thinking charts
made all the difference!"
Principal, Mission ISD

"I love how The Writing Academy helped us see the test as a time to Brain Brag!"
Fourth grade teacher, Humble ISD

"The deck shows the learning. The script supports the teaching."
RANDI WHITNEY
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The tracking sheet, front and back
Students keep their own record of the thinking they build across the week, then practice defending an explanation in their
own words.

Front: the student records their thinking at each level. Back: space to practice and defend their own explanation.

"Learning is no longer something that simply happens to students. They become active
participants in noticing what they know."

RANDI WHITNEY
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