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THE WRITING ACADEMY, LLC - SUITABILITY AND CIVIC ALIGNMENT - GRADE 5

Grade 5: Our Passages and the Suitability Rubric

How the Grade 5 reading passages from The Writing Academy support patriotism, free enterprise, good citizenship, and
the civic values the State Board of Education asks for

Overview

Every reading passage in the Grade 5 Supplemental Support System was chosen to do two jobs at once. It teaches a
language arts skill, and it carries content worth a student’s attention. A large share of that content was selected on
purpose to reflect the civic values named in the Texas suitability rubric, the values that prepare students for self
governance. This document states that purpose, explains the rationale, and charts exactly where each value appears
across the fifth grade passages, labeled by cluster and module.

Purpose statement. The Writing Academy, LLC Grade 5 reading passages are designed to build established
readers and writers on content that also cultivates informed, responsible citizens. Wherever it fits the grade and the
skill, we anchor instruction in American patriotism, Texas history, the free enterprise system, good citizenship,
democracy and self governance, respect for recognized authority, respect for individual rights, and the founding
ideas of our state and nation, so that students grow in civic understanding while they learn to read and write.

The suitability values we address

The Texas suitability rubric asks that instructional materials help prepare students for self governance by promoting
citizenship, patriotism, democracy, an understanding of the essentials and benefits of the free enterprise system, respect
for recognized authority, and respect for individual rights, along with American and Texas history and the founding
documents of the United States. The Grade 5 passages are mapped to these eight values.

1. Patriotism love of country and pride in national heritage. 2. Free Enterprise the essentials and benefits of the free
market and individual initiative. 3. Good Citizenship contributing to and caring for a community. 4. Democracy and
Self Governance how a free people make decisions and laws. 5. Respect for Authority the role of rules, laws, and
legitimate leadership. 6. Individual Rights the freedoms and dignity of each person. 7. Texas History the story of our
state. 8. Founding Ideas and Documents the principles and documents that established the nation.

Rationale

We did not add civic content as a layer on top of the reading. We chose passages whose real subject matter is civic, so
the values are learned through genuine, grade appropriate texts rather than slogans. Biographies of builders and inventors
carry the free enterprise system. Histories of the Pilgrims, the founders, and early Texas carry patriotism, founding ideas,
and state history. Texts on laws, rights, compromise, and community carry citizenship, democracy, respect for authority,
and individual rights. The remaining passages build the background knowledge that comprehension depends on. Because
the same content is threaded through the writing, vocabulary, and grammar work as well, students meet these values
many times and in many forms across the year.



Where the values appear: Grade 5, by cluster and module

Cluster / Free Indiv. TX
Module Passage Patriotism Enterprise Citizenship Democracy Authority Rights History Founding
Prep M1 The Cookie Mystery / Fifth- 4 v
Grade Cookie Commission
C1 M1 From Tension to Revolution 4 v 4 v v
C1 M2 The Ocean Lesson v
C2 M1 Spanish Rule in Early Texas 4 4
C2 M2 A Harvest to Remember v
C3 M1 Our Rights, Our Voices 4 4 v v v
C3 M2 A Voice of Their Own
C4 M1 The Garden That Wouldn’t 4
Grow
C4 M2 Words That Changed a 4 4 4
Nation
C5 M1 A Difficult Compromise v 4 4 4 v
C5 M2 A Visit to the Workshop 4
C6 M1 A Voice in the Community v v
C6 M2 A Gift That Welcomed 4 v 4
Millions
C7 M1 One Voice Can Start a Wave / v v v
Try, Learn, Change
Cc8 M1 From Protest to Participation v v v v v 4
(Change set)

Each passage is labeled by its grade, cluster, and module. A check means the passage’s own content gives students a genuine encounter with that
value at the fifth grade level. Most civic passages carry several values at once, and every value in the rubric is addressed more than once across the
grade. Passages without a check teach other required content and build the knowledge base that supports comprehension. This mapping reflects
each passage’s evident civic content and can be refined against the full passage texts.



Putting the civic values into action

The passages above carry a civic message. We also built activities that go beyond that message, so students actually use
the civic responsibilities named in the suitability rubric. Here are a few of the places in our Grade 5 clusters where that
happens most strongly.

Cluster /
Module

Activity

Civic value in action

What students do

C3 M1

C6 M3

C6 M4

C7 M4

C8 M1

Build the Full ECR Game

Viewpoint Bridge: Understand,
Rebut, Lift

Letter Lab: Audience, Argument,
Request

The Informed Citizen Challenge

Challenge-to-Question Match

Individual Rights;
Democracy and Self
Governance

Individual Rights;
Democracy and Self
Governance

Good Citizenship

Good Citizenship;
Democracy and Self
Governance

Founding Ideas;
Democracy and Self
Governance; Individual
Rights

Using Our Rights, Our Voices and A Voice of Their Own, students
assemble a complete response from cards on protection of rights,
fairness in laws, and a voice in decisions.

Teams advance only by stating an opposing viewpoint accurately and
answering it with evidence, and they must repair any personal attack
or invented viewpoint before moving on.

Teams plan a full argument inside a formal letter that includes a
genuine information request, then peer check it for a respectful tone
and clear wording.

Groups follow an evidence trail (Notice, Question, Gather, Compare,
Decide, Act, Check) to solve a school or community problem such as
worn playground equipment or rising litter, then revise their decision
when new evidence arrives.

Teams match civic source cards, such as colonists having no elected
representatives in Parliament and the Three-Fifths Compromise, to
research questions about fairness, political voice, and whose voice
was missing.
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